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Little victories to celebrate 


here is no room for complacency in the fight 

against fascism, but that does not mean 

that we cannot celebrate the little victories 

along the way. So there are a few things to be 

thankful for as we put together this Summer 
issue. In May, we were able to hold a Searchlight 
conference for the first time in some years, albeit 
limited in numbers due to rising Covid-19 cases. This 
incompetent government has now lifted all restrictions, 
seemingly with a return to its ‘herd immunity’ strategy. 
On another positive note, in the May local elections, 
UKIP lost the three seats it had 


sexual abuse for her own political purpose and financial 
gain is despicable. 

Then two days after this good news, came the cherry 
on the cake. Steve Bannon, ex-Breitbart and ex-Trump 
adviser was found unanimously guilty by a jury and 
faces sentencing in mid October. Searchlight has been 
following Bannon’s activities for many years, charting 
his links with white supremacists and nazis in the US, 
throughout Europe and beyond. In the US, he had close 
links with ethno-nationalist Richard Spencer, who now 
has a lifelong ban on entering the UK, imposed thanks 

in no small measure to Searchlight, 


gained in 2018. The inconvenience of the legal after we submitted a dossier 


More recently, in June, Home 


exposing the risk that he posed. 


Secretary Priti Patel’s first Rwanda challe nges to the sche me and the Here in the UK, we exposed the 


ie ater oes Conservative leadership election 


was firmly grounded when a paltry 


links that Bannon had with the 
Traditional Britain Group and others 


number of seven individuals who have meant Patel has had to admit on the far right. Bannon became a 


ended up on the plane were told 


darling of the far right here, sending 


to disembark to cheers all round, that flig hts are on hold for now a ‘solidarity’ greeting to be read out 


including us here at Searchlight. 

Patel had been emphatic that the flight would go ahead, 
and continues to state that plans for the next flight are 
under way. However, the inconvenience of the legal 
challenges to the scheme and the Conservative leadership 
election have meant that Patel has had to admit that 
flights are on hold for now. We will be watching what 
happens to Patel when a new Conservative government 
is formed. 

July has brought double celebrations. First, the 
demise of For Britain, which seems to have run out of 
steam or money, or both. Its founder and leader Anne 
Marie Waters has been a toxic voice when standing 
in successive parliamentary by-elections, using the 
opportunity to spout vile Islamophobia and spreading 
her message of hate. She blatantly exploited the Oldham 
grooming to whip up hatred and division, despite 
research showing that there is no single community or 
demographic responsible for child sexual abuse. That 
Waters now aims to further exploit victims of rape and 
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at a ‘Free Tommy Robinson’ rally 
and calling for Robinson to be released from prison. 

In recent years, Searchlight has been working with an 
American writer and researcher to secure hard evidence 
of Bannon’s links with UK and big players on the 
international right. He was famously pardoned by Trump 
on money laundering and fraud charges, but he will have 
nowhere to turn this time. On the one hand, Bannon 
has proclaimed that the court has no jurisdiction, while 
on the other announcing his intention to appeal the 
judgment through this supposedly flawed system of 
justice. As he faces a stretch of between 2 months and 2 
years, he may need to ask Robinson to return the favour 
to call for his release. We can be proud that we may have 
played a small part in Bannon’s eventual downfall. 

The one sadness that we now endure is the loss of our 
dear friend and colleague, the fearless Ray Hill. Rest in 
peace, friend. 


Dr Gerry Gable, editor 
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Reports rou nd-up Edited by Gerry Gable 


Judge rejects Patel bid to extend. 
barracks’ use for asylum-seekers 


By Cathy Pound 


ome secretary Priti Patel’s 
H decision to grant herself a five- 

year extension to the use of the 
Napier Barracks at Folkestone in Kent 
was found to be unlawful by the High 
Court on 24 June 2022. 

This is the second time the use of the 
former military barracks has been ruled 
unlawful. In June 2021, transfers to 
the Napier Barracks were halted when 
the process by which asylum-seekers 
were selected to be placed there was 
deemed unlawful. 

On 24 June, the extension of the use 
of the Napier Barracks was ruled to be 
in breach of the Equality Act by Mrs 
Justice Lieven, who noted that there 
could be the potential for victimisation 
and harassment of those placed there, as 
community tensions had increased when 
the proposal to extend the use of the 
barracks until 2026 became public. 

Far-right groups had been protesting 
about the presence of asylum-seekers 
in the area, while groups supporting 
refugees had continued to express 
concern about their welfare, as the 
barracks remained in a poor state of 
repair. The case had been brought 
by campaigners, who crowdfunded 
£40,000 to take the case against the 
five-year extension. 


Patel’s plan to use the former 
RAF base at Linton-on-Ouse, North 
Yorkshire, for further accommodation 
and as an asylum processing centre 
for those crossing the channel has 
faced similar criticism. There are about 
1,000 residents in Linton-on-Ouse 
and the plans could see up to 1,500 
asylum-seekers housed on the site. 


No extension 
Those placed in 
Napier Barracks 
(above) are 
deemed to 

be at risk of 
victimisation and 
harassment 


Hambledon District Council submitted 
a Pre-Action Protocol letter to the 
Home Office on 25 May and at a council 
meeting on 22 July it was stated that a 
formal decision on the use of the base 
had not been reached. The Home Office 
sought to reassure the council that there 
would be a two-week notice period ahead 
of anyone being moved to the base. 

Patel is keen to use ex-army and RAF 
bases as a more cost-effective alternative 
to the use of hotels to accommodate 
asylum-seekers. Some hotels are 
thought to have been used for some 
unaccompanied children, without any 
support. Hotels have also been targeted 
by those hostile to asylum-seekers, who 
have turned up and knocked on hotel 
room doors. 

The Home Secretary has not had any 
success with her supposed war on people 
traffickers, and failed to reduce the 
number of people making the dangerous 
channel crossings. 

Whether Patel remains as Home 
Secretary under the new Conservative 
leader is unknown. However, that 
these bases are likely to form part of 
the government’s provision for asylum- 
seekers arriving in the UK seems likely. 
The conditions asylum-seekers are 
placed in will continue to be scrutinised 
and the government will be held to 
account, whether or not it keeps a 
Human Rights Act in some form. 


German officer who posed as refugee jailed for terror plot 


A GERMAN ARMY officer who 
pretended to be an asylum seeker 
and planned to carry out a series of 
terrorist attacks on leading politicians 
has been sentenced to 5.5 years in jail. 
Franco Albrecht was found guilty 
of preparing to commit a serious 
crime against the state and guilty of 
breaching the law on the possession 
of firearms. Police found that he had 
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been hoarding a range of weapons, 
including a semi-automatic rifle and 
pistols, more than 1,000 rounds 

of ammunition and more than 50 
explosive devices, some stolen from 
military stores. 

The court heard that Albrecht held 
rightwing extremist views, and had 
been plotting his attacks since 2015, 
around the time that more than one 


million refugees, mainly from Syria, 
were arriving in Germany. 

The prosecution alleged that 
Albrecht’s intended targets included 
the Justice Secretary and the Jewish 
head of an anti-racism organisation. 
Prosecutors said that he had registered 
as an asylum seeker, with the intention 
that the attacks would then be blamed 
on Syrian refugees. 
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Far-right activists fail 
to challenge Ireland's 
pandemic measures 


TWO COVID-19 DENIERS have failed 
in their appeal to overturn a decision 
denying them a legal challenge 

of Ireland’s pandemic measures. 
However, the Irish Supreme Court also 
ruled in July 2022 that they will not 
have to pay the substantial legal costs 
incurred by the state. 

The two far-right activists, journalist 
Gemma O’Doherty and writer John 
Waters, first launched their legal case 
against the Irish government for its 
enactment of Covid-19 measures in 
2020. Their action had the intention of 
having parts of the legislation declared 
null and void. 

The first hearing was adjourned, 
but up to 100 supporters turned up 
for the deferred hearing at the Four 
Courts in Dublin, Ireland’s main 
courts complex. The supporters were 
not wearing masks at a time when 
social distancing regulations were in 
force and were therefore banned from 
the courtroom. 

O’Doherty claimed that the people 
of Ireland were under ‘mass house 
arrest’ and that the Gardai (Irish 
police) were ‘using guns’ to frighten the 
population. She claimed the Covid-19 
restrictions were comparable to living 
in ‘Nazi Germany’ and that the basis 
for introducing them was ‘scientifically 
fraudulent’. 

The case, however, was dismissed, 
with the judge stating that O’Doherty 
and Waters had not presented any 
facts or expert evidence, adding that 
rhetoric and bogus offensive parallels 
with Nazi Germany were no substitute 
for evidence. 

O’Doherty is a conspiracy theorist, 
who claims, among other things, that 
mass uncontrolled immigration drives 
down wages. She has posted many 
Islamophobic and conspiracy theory 
tweets, including that the shootings 
at two mosques in Christchurch, New 
Zealand, in which 51 people were 
killed, were a ‘false flag’ operation to 
incite fresh Isis attacks. 

Austin Harney 
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For Britain is now defunct, but Waters 
outlines her new Islamophobic plans 


The statement on 13 July 2022 that For Britain 
was to cease operations ‘with immediate 
effect’ was announced on the party's website. 
This came in a very personal announcement 
from Anne Marie Waters, who had formed 
the party after failing in the 2017 UKIP 
leadership election. 

For Britain's members included Stephen 
Yaxley-Lennon, aka Tommy Robinson, and ex- 
Smiths singer Morrissey also declared support. 
It was a natural home for ex-British National 
Party members unable to join UKIP, with many 
being selected to stand as council candidates. 
For Britain stood unashamedly on a platform 
to reduce the number of Muslims entering the 
UK, but lost a case against The Northern Echo, 
which had described it as a ‘far-right’ party. 

By 2021, For Britain had lost its remaining 
councillor and its percentage of the vote was 
declining. In 2018, Waters was greeted by 
anti-racist protestors outside a hustings during 
the Lewisham East parliamentary by-election 


(pictured), in which she gained 1.2% of the vote. 


Waters’ 13 July statement announced that 
‘support for patriotic politics has collapsed’. 
She added that support still exists, but that 
people felt unable to express support publicly 
for a ‘nation-state’ for fear of being branded 
‘racists or Nazis’. 

Waters stated that she will return to party 
politics ‘when the country is ready’, and also 
used the opportunity to announce her own 
personal plans, going as far as to ask for 
financial support via monthly standing orders. 
She announced that she will now devote her 
time to Sharia Watch (which she founded in 


2015) and that she intends to ‘educate our 
country about the incompatible cultures that 
grow in strength and presence every day’. 

In addition, she mentioned a new initiative, 
following on from her 2015 report into 
grooming gangs, to offer support to victims of 
rape and sexual assault. This would include her 
personally supporting victims to report to the 
police. Worryingly, she claims that she will be 
providing ‘help to people who will be harmed 
by the huge influx of migrants and the lack of 
justice for victims of sex offences’. 

Commentary on the demise of For Britain 
was mostly to be found on other right or far- 
right websites. Waters failed to acknowledge 
that the reason support for parties such as For 
Britain would seem to have declined is likely in 
part to be because voters feel happy with the 
current Conservative government, or prefer to 
stay home and abstain. 

As acommentator stirring up Islamophobia, 
Waters could potentially do more harm than 
she did in politics, but it appears that she may 
not have much of a platform to do so. 


Proud Boys leader pleads guilty to charge 
of orchestrating 6 January Capitol attack 


LEADER OF THE far-right Proud Boys 
Enrique Tarrio pleaded guilty to charges 
relating to the attack on the US Capitol 
on 6 January 2021. 

He was among five members of the 
group charged in June with seditious 
conspiracy for their part in orchestrating 
the riots in Washington. Prosecutors 
said the defendants had been involved 
in a co-ordinated attack on the building, 


as part of an attempt to prevent the 
certification of President-elect Joe Biden 
in Congress. 

According to the US Department of 
Justice, Tarrio and his co-defendants — 
Joseph Biggs, Ethan Nordean, Zachary 
Rehl and Dominic Pezzola — had used 
encrypted messaging apps to organise 
the attack. 

Their trial will begin in August. 
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Robinson continues 
to peddle hate using 
child sex abuse issue 


By Paul Sillett 


AS FEATURED IN Spring’s Searchlight, 
‘Tommy Robinson’, or Stephen Yaxley 
Lennon, continues to focus on horrific 
child sexual abuse cases in Telford, 
Shropshire, in pursuit of his campaign 
of Islamophobia. 

The last so-called national 
demonstration saw just 400 attending. 
This was half the number of his 
previous rally, and a fight occurred 
between Patriotic Alternative 
supporters and Robinson’s security. 
Others in his audience included Chelsea 
Headhunters and ex-British National 
Party members. 

Those on the counter-march included 
representatives of the local trades 
council, Stand Up To Racism and Unite 
Against Fascism. It was noted that his 
‘big screening’ of abuse cases during the 
rally actually saw many drift away. 

Historian Louise Raw, addressing the 
counter-marchers, brought a message 
of support from a survivor, whom the 
extreme right had tried to manipulate. 
Her words cut to the core of the racism 
that Robinson’s fomenting. It tore 
away the many myths that the far right 
perpetrate regarding abuse. 


> 
~=y/matter 


Migrants ang 


Robinson is going for a fourth 
gathering in Telford in August. He 
will be hoping for a better turnout 
than he had for his book launch in 
July. Fewer than 100 attended and 
many former allies, such as the now 
ex-leader of the now-defunct party For 
Britain, Anne Marie Waters, were too 
demoralised to go. 

The launch was held at a secret venue 
and, with tickets at £60 each, it is no 
surprise that the event did not sell 
out. Black Country anti-fascists had 
also done sterling work in locating the 
venue, and Robinson had to have two 
redirection points on the day. 

There has been debate in Telford 
about holding counter-demonstrations 
to Robinson. The fact that abuse 
survivors support them should 
encourage anti-fascists. Those who 


Oppose 
fascist 
| Tommy 
Robinson 


falsely told anti-fascist counter- 
demonstrators that Robinson had 
cancelled minutes before the event need 
to think through the implications of 
such mentality. Anti-fascists rallied in 
Southwater Square in the baking sun 
and pledged opposition to Robinson 
and full backing for survivors. 

August will be a test for Robinson, 
who is also threatening to tour in cities 
in the UK. However, bravado aside, he 
faces legal judgments after losing a libel 
case for defaming a Syrian refugee. 

Older, more experienced extreme 
right figures in Britain may well think 
that Robinson, though still having 
a high profile, is damaged goods. 
Electorally and streetwise, he is far from 
the confident figure of 2018. 

Anti-fascists will be looking to ensure 
that he remains as marginal as possible. 


National Action founder jailed for operating banned group 


ONE OF THE co-founders of National 
Action, a neo-nazi organisation that 
was banned in the UK in 2016, was 
jailed for 8.5 years in June, with the 
judge ordering an additional year on 
extended licence. 

The jury found 27-year-old Alex Davies 
of Swansea guilty of continuing to be a 
member of a proscribed organisation 
after it had been banned. The court heard 
that National Action had continued to 
operate following the ban, splitting into 
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smaller regional factions, with members 

communicating via encrypted messaging 
apps. The organisation was banned after 
it celebrated the murder of MP Jo Cox as 
a ‘little victory’. 

Davies set up National Action with 
fellow neo-nazi Ben Raymond in 2013, 
who was sentenced to 8 years in jail last 
year. They described themselves as a 
“white jihadist group”. 

One of the investigating detectives, 
Anthony Tagg, said: “They were not 


merely armchair terrorists, they actively 
planned a race war ... They stockpiled 
weapons, and researched explosives and 
bomb-making. They trained ... in boxing, 
martial arts and knife fighting.’ 

Davies, who had been in the British 
National Party’s youth section, is the 19th 
person to be convicted of membership of 
National Action. The only other far-right 
group to have been proscribed in the UK 
was the British Union of Fascists at the 
start of the Second World War. 


Summer 2022 


Exposing the hype over 
the Tory Bill of Rights 


The reality, explains Barbara Cohen, is that the legal reforms will dismantle the 
human rights protections enshrined in UK law through the European Convention 
on Human Rights, which have enraged successive Conservative governments 


hen the ink 

was barely 

dry on the 

Police, Crime, 

Sentencing and 
Courts Act, the Nationality and Borders 
Act and the Election Act — all three of 
which had raised serious human rights 
concerns during their passage through 
the legislative process — the government 
presented before Parliament the Bill 
of Rights Bill. This contains a package 
of proposals that will weaken the 
protections and the enforceability of 
human rights in the UK. 

While the Bill’s parliamentary 
progress will now be delayed until 
the Conservative Party elects a new 
leader, at the time of writing there has 
been nothing to suggest diminished 
government commitment to enact it as 
soon as possible. 

Once approved by Parliament, the 
resultant Act will not have created a Bill 
of Rights in the tradition of the English 
Bill of Rights of 1689 or the American 
Bill of Rights of 1791. It is a small- 
minded measure with a grand sounding 
name that will reduce rather than 
enhance protection of human rights in 
the UK. 

To repeal the Human Rights Act 
and its replacement with a purportedly 
‘truly British’ Bill of Rights has been on 
the agenda for successive Conservative 
governments. Increasingly, as ministers, 
secretaries of state, commissioners of 
police and other public authorities have 
lost human rights cases, the stronger 
has been their determination to redefine 
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the role and powers of the courts in 
order to prevent unwanted outcomes in 
the future. 


Reforming human rights 

The Bill contains 41 clauses and 

5 schedules. This article attempts to 

discuss some of the most egregious 

provisions, aiming to encourage 

Searchlight readers to become actively 

engaged in campaigns to retain the 

Human Rights Act 1998 and defeat this 

proposed legislation. 

The Bill begins with Clause 1(1), 
creating a clean slate for its provisions: 
‘This Act reforms the law relating 
to human rights by repealing and 
replacing the Human Rights Act 1998.’ 

Clause 1(2) specifies in three ways 
how this Act will ‘clarify and re-balance’ 
the relationship between UK courts, 
the European Court of Human Rights 
(ECHR) and Parliament: 

@ It confirms the already well- 
established pre-eminence of the 
Supreme Court for the purposes of 
UK law 

@ It removes a duty on UK judges to 
read and give effect to UK legislation 
in a way that is compatible with 
European Convention on Human 
Rights rights, thereby severing the 
judicial reference to Convention 
rights that had been developed under 
the Human Rights Act 

@ Imposing a duty on UK judges, 
in considering the content and/ 
or impact of a UK law to ‘give the 
greatest possible weight’ to the 
principle that, in passing that law, 


Concerned 
Council of Europe 
Commissioner 
Dunja Mijatovic 
warned that the 


proposed reforms 
might weaken 


human rights 
protections 


Parliament had correctly resolved 
any conflicts between different 
policies, different Convention rights 
(for example the right to liberty 
and the right to respect for family 
life) or different Convention rights 
for different persons (for example, 
freedom of religion or beliefs 
relating to abortion and freedom 
of expression for a pro-abortion 
campaigner). 


Unfettered power 

Whenever the government of the day 
has a sufficient majority, decisions by 
Parliament are, in effect, government 
policy decisions. Therefore, this 
binding principle involves a worrying 
requirement on judges to give 
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maximum weight to policies of the party 
in power at the time. 

As reported in The Guardian 
newspaper in June, Stephanie Boyce, 
president of the Law Society of England 
and Wales, commented: ‘Overall, 
the Bill would grant the state greater 
unfettered power over the people, 
power which would then belong to 
all future governments, whatever 
their ideologies.’ 

Detailed provisions of the Bill 
apply this approach to the ways in 
which Convention rights are to be 
implemented and enforced, with the 
government unhesitatingly flouting the 
UK’s fundamental duty as a signatory 
of the European Convention on Human 
Rights, namely that the UK guarantees 
Convention rights for everyone 
within its jurisdiction (Article 1) and 
guarantees the right to an effective 
remedy for everyone whose rights are 
violated (Article 13). 


Barriers to justice 

The Bill creates a new permission 
requirement for all proceedings 
regarding violation of Convention 
rights, which will exclude anyone who 
fails to satisfy the court that they are/ 
would be a victim and have suffered or 
would suffer ‘significant disadvantage’. 
This will exclude potential claimants 
who are deterred due to lack of 
knowledge, poor English language 
skills, lack of skilled legal advice or 
inability to pay costs, as a fee is likely. It 
will also exclude everyone who applies 
but who is refused permission. 

From the outset, this raises important 
questions: is there an objective measure 
for ‘significant disadvantage’? If a 
person is already disadvantaged, for 
example due to disability or poverty, or 
is an asylum-seeker or a prisoner, would 
a different measure apply? 

The main argument supporting 
this new procedure is that it will save 
taxpayer money and avoid ‘wasted’ 
judges’ time. It is notable that only in 
relation to human rights claims and no 


other type of civil claim has the Justice 
Secretary shown the same concern for 
judges’ time or court costs. 

It is likely that those most likely to 
be excluded for lack of permission will 
be people with disabilities, migrants, 
black and minority ethnic individuals, 
Gypsies, Roma and Travellers, prisoners 
and ex-prisoners, young people and 
poor people. This will result in many of 
the most vulnerable victims of human 
rights violations being denied a judicial 
remedy. It will also create a class of 
human rights violations immune 
from challenge, with public authority 
perpetrators free to continue the alleged 
unlawful acts without restraint. 


Deportation 

Another selling point of the Bill is 

that it will ‘make it easier to deport 
foreign criminals’, a top government 
priority. The Bill would make it almost 
impossible for a foreign ex-offender to 
challenge a deportation order on the 
grounds that this would violate their 
Convention right to respect for family 
life (Article 8). 

The Bill prevents a court from finding 
that a deportation order is incompatible 
with the right to respect for private and 
family life, unless it considers that the 
manifest harm to a qualifying child of X 
is so extreme that it would override the 
‘otherwise paramount public interest’ 
in deporting X. X would have to prove 
the closeness of their relationship with 
their child and that, if X is deported, the 
harm to the child would be exceptional, 
overwhelming and irreversible. 

The assumption appears to be that 
the court will accept without question 
in every deportation case a paramount 
public interest in a particular ex- 
offender being deported, something 
that has not been the case under the 
Human Rights Act. 


End to positive obligations 
For many years the decisions of the 
ECHR and the UK courts have found 
public authorities liable for breach of 


The Bill’s main aim - to increase government control and 
widen the distance between the UK courts and ECHR -isa 
dangerous precedent for European human rights already 
threatened by far-right policies and nationalistic laws 
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Convention rights when they fail to take 
appropriate positive steps. For example, 

to comply with the right to life, the 

police must take proportionate steps to 

protect persons known to be at risk of , 
serious harm, and care providers must 
take positive steps to respect the private 
life of elderly and disabled residents. 

The government regards the duty to 
meet positive human rights obligations 
as unduly burdensome on public 
authorities, undermining their ability to 
decide priorities and standards, and use 
of resources. Therefore, under the Bill, 
from a specified date, no UK court may 
interpret a Convention right to require a 
positive obligation by a public authority. 
This will freeze the scope of Convention 
rights in the UK, with no prospect of 
wider interpretation. In the interim, 
from the date the Bill is passed until the 
specified date, courts may only do so if 
they ‘give great weight’ to the need to 
avoid an interpretation that would have 
any of five specified adverse impacts on 
the public authority concerned. 

The fact that positive obligations will 
cease to be part of the way UK courts 
may interpret Convention rights has 
been met with dismay and alarm by 
organisations concerned with the safety 
of women and girls. Groups dependent 
on public authorities for their welfare, 
including asylum-seekers, people in 
residential care, young offenders and 
adult prisoners, will also be at greater 
risk of treatment amounting to human 
rights violations, which they cannot 
challenge in UK courts. 


Denial of fair remedy 

In statements the government purports 
to be concerned about responsible 
conduct. The European Convention 

on Human Rights requires the UK to 
guarantee to everyone whose human 
rights are violated an unconditional 
right to an effective remedy. 

However, under the Bill, in 
determining damages to be paid toa 
victim a court must take into account 
the victim’s conduct, including that 
wholly unrelated to their human rights 
claim. This will permit a court to deny 
or reduce damages to a successful 
claimant whose past conduct had led 
to a police caution, school exclusion, 
dismissal from employment etc. This 
requirement is unlikely to bring about 
the greater responsibility to society the 
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government seeks — it will simply deny 
many victims of human rights violations 
the just and fair remedy that they are 
entitled to receive. 

Groups too often stereotyped 
in negative terms in relation to 
their conduct will inevitably be 
disproportionately denied rights to 
damages on this basis. This requirement 
on the courts could encourage some 
public authorities in defending human 
rights claims to use racist stereotypes 
to exaggerate negative conduct of black 
and minority ethnic claimants. 


A late addition to the government’s 
package of measures intended to 
distance UK courts from the ECHR 

is Clause 24, the ‘Rwanda clause’, 
which prohibits any UK court or public 
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authority from taking account of any 
future ECHR interim measure. 

The ECHR can only issue an interim 
measure, most often a temporary 
suspension of an expulsion or 
deportation, where, without considering 
the merits of a case, there is an 
imminent risk of irreparable harm. The 
interim measure notified to the UK 
on 14 June 2022 required that KN, an 
Iraqi asylum seeker facing imminent 
deportation to Rwanda, should not 
be removed until three weeks after 
delivery of the final decision in his 
ongoing UK judicial review proceedings. 
If his case is appealed, this could be a 
long suspension. 

The government, clearly eager to use 
this clause as a riposte to the ECHR, 
omitted or chose to ignore ECHR 
rulings that failure by a signatory state 


Historical Acts 
If passed, the Bill 
of Rights Act will 
be deposited in 
the Parliamentary 
Archives with 
previous Acts, 
which in the past 
were written 

on parchment 
rolls or printed 
on vellum 


to comply with an interim measure is a 
breach of the Convention (Article 34). 


The government advertises the Bill as 
strengthening the freedom of speech 
and adding a right to trial by jury. 
These very minor changes fade into 
insignificance in the face of the matters 
discussed above. 

What may or, more likely, may not 
have been in the minds of government 
ministers in developing their proposals 
is the impact these could have among 
other Council of Europe states, equally 
subject to the European Convention on 
Human Rights and the decisions of the 
ECHR. An early reminder came from 
Dunja Mijatovic, Council of Europe 
Commissioner for Human Rights, 
in a statement at the end of her visit 
to the UK in the week following the 
introduction of the Bill of Rights Bill. 

She said: ‘It is worrying that the 
proposed legal reforms might weaken 
human rights protections at this pivotal 
moment for the UK, and it sends the 
wrong signal beyond the country’s 
borders at a time when human rights 
are under pressure throughout Europe.’ 

Even at this early stage, the Bill’s 
main aim — to increase government 
control and widen the distance between 
the UK courts and the ECHR -— offers 
a dangerous precedent for European 
human rights already threatened by 
far-right policies and nationalistic laws, 
which could spread following recent far- 
right electoral gains. 

For example, in Poland, a continuing 
ECHR issue has been the right to a fair 
trial. In November 2020, the Polish 
Constitutional Tribunal declared that 
Article 6 of the European Convention 
on Human Rights — the right to a 
fair trial — was incompatible with the 
Polish constitution. 

The UK government has fooled 
no one in its hype about the benefits 
this Bill will bring and the means it 
has adopted to achieve its destructive 
changes. As The Guardian reported, 
Professor Philippe Sands QC neatly 
summarised Raab’s approach when he 
said: ‘Mr Raab embraces a nationalistic 
and xenophobic spin on the idea of 
human rights, eviscerating one of 
its most fundamental tenets: basic 
human rights exist for all, and must be 
enforceable at the instance of all.’ 
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hen Home 

Secretary Priti 

Patel and Prime 

Minister Boris 

Johnson first 
announced that they had identified 
Rwanda as the country to which to 
‘offshore’ people arriving in the UK 
across the channel they knew they would 
be challenged in the courts. 

But they openly stated that the policy 
was largely considered to be useful in 
terms of propaganda. The scheme’s cost- 
effectiveness was not as important as its 
role in acting as a deterrent, supposedly 
to people smugglers, but clearly also 
to those paying high prices to take the 
perilous journey across the channel. 

Johnson and Patel remained steadfast, 
insisting the scheme would go ahead. 
They were therefore delighted when Mr 
Justice Swift ruled on 10 June that the 
first flight to Rwanda, due to leave four 
days later, could go ahead, stating there 
was ‘material public interest’ in doing so 
and that any risks posed to refugees were 
‘in the realms of speculation’. 

Civil Service Union PCS, Care4Calais 
and refugee charity Detention Action, 
who brought the case, were granted the 
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In Kigali, the Home Secretary signed off her scheme to offshore 
refugees, a plan that foundered at the first hurdle due to legal 
challenges, which are set to continue. Cathy Pound reports 


Plane for one 
Priti Patel’s aircraft 
arrives in Rwanda, 
unlike her 
scheduled flight to 
deport asylum- 
seekers 


right to appeal the decision that had 
allowed the flight to proceed. This appeal 
was heard on 13 June by judges who 
stated that they could not ‘interfere’ with 
Mr Justice Swift’s decision because he 
had not made any errors when balancing 
the information available at the time. The 
fact that a judicial review is under way 

— and due to be considered by the UK 
Supreme Court in July, as to whether the 
scheme is legal — was not grounds for the 
flight to be stopped. The judges stated 
that, if the scheme is found to be illegal, 
refugees could be allowed to return 

The PCS case focused on whether 
Rwanda was a safe destination. The 
judicial review granted to refugee charity 
Asylum Aid focuses on the procedures 
and arrangements in place in relation to 
refugees being sent to Rwanda. 

Mr Justice Swift acknowledged that 
appeals for the individuals served with 
notice that they would be on the flight on 
14 June could still be heard. As the day 


drew near, the numbers still secluded to 
be on the flight dwindled. Originally, 130 
people had been expected to be on the 
flight and money had already been sent 
to the Rwandan government, to enable it 
to prepare for the first arrivals. 

By the day of the flight there 
were seven ‘or fewer’ people on the 
passenger list. Patel, Johnson and 
Foreign Secretary Liz Truss remained 
determined that the scheme would go 
ahead as a point of principle to show 
that, when this government says it 
is going to do something it does so, 
regardless of whether a court might find 
it unlawful shortly after. 

In response to criticism by the Church 
of England, Truss — now seen as front 
runner to be Conservative leader and 
the new Prime Minister — defended the 
scheme, insisting it was ‘completely 
legal and moral’. The assumption that 
it would deter people from taking the 
journey across the Channel seemed 
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not to be based on sound evidence or 
understanding of why people make the 
journey. 


Blocked 

The flight was due to take off from an 
undisclosed airfield, identified in the 
media as likely to be the Ministry of 
Defence airbase at Boscombe Down, 

in Wiltshire. No doubt there were 
concerns that people would take action to 
physically stop the flight as the so-called 
Stansted 15 had done in 2017, when 
attempting to stop a deportation flight 
taking 60 people to Ghana, Nigeria and 
Sierra Leone. 

When the day finally arrived, the 
European Court of Human Rights 
(ECHR) intervened in the case of an 
Iraqi due to be on the flight by issuing 
an ‘urgent interim measure’ blocking his 
removal from the UK. The ruling gave 
lawyers the opportunity to make new 
last-minute appeals, which succeeded. As 
a result, none of the seven — who by this 
point were seated in the plane — were 
scheduled to fly. It was reported that 
the security escorts cheered and began 
celebrating when they received the order 
to allow the asylum-seekers off the plane. 

Patel, in typical calm and calculated 
manner, downplayed the massive blow 
to one of her flagship policies, saying 
she was ‘disappointed’ the plane had not 
taken off. She said ‘it was very surprising’ 
the ECHR had intervened, adding 
that ‘many of those removed from the 
flight will be placed on the next’. She 
stressed that the government ‘will not 
be deterred from doing the right thing’ 
and announced that its legal team was 
reviewing ‘every decision on this flight’. 

Deputy Prime Minster and Secretary 
of State for Justice Dominic Raab 
concurred with Patel, stating that the 
ECHR should not have intervened. Raab 
and others have been at pains to point 
out that under the new Bill of Rights, 
published on 22 June the UK needs only 
be ‘advised’ by the ECHR, rather than 
the UK courts being bound by its rulings. 
The Bill would see the Supreme Court 
acting as the ultimate decision-maker 
on human rights, with British courts no 
longer having to follow case law passed 
by the ECHR. 

On the day of the flight, when appeals 
were still under way, the Prime Minister 
stated he would consider all options to 
ensure the Rwanda scheme went ahead. 
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When asked if he thought it was time to 
withdraw from the European Convention 
on Human Rights, he responded that 
this included ‘changing some laws’. 

It seems plausible that the date of that 
first symbolic flight was planned to take 
place ahead of the 2022 Commonwealth 
Heads of Government Meeting that just 
happened to be taking place in Rwanda. 
The flight was halted on 14 June and 
less than a week later Johnson joined 53 
other heads of state in Rwanda. Knowing 
he could not completely avoid the subject 
of the Rwanda scheme and failed flight, 
he made the ‘joke’ that he knew he was 
arriving in Kigali before ‘anyone who has 
travelled illegally across the Channel’. 

Johnson also accused those who 
criticised the five-year scheme of 
having ‘condescending attitudes’ 
towards the country. He stated that the 
Commonwealth heads’ meeting would 
be an opportunity for people to see 
a place that ‘was really going places’. 

His approach, as the meeting drew 
nearer, was to portray Rwanda as a land 
of great opportunity, where asylum- 
seekers would be delighted to head. The 
estimated costs of a similar Australian 
scheme are around £1.7m per person. 


Insulting 
Prince Charles, ahead of travelling to 
Rwanda to represent the Queen as 
Head of the Commonwealth, was said 
to have remarked privately that the 
scheme was ‘appalling’. A letter to the 
Commonwealth leaders from high- 
profile UK celebrities, including many 
with African heritage, urged them to 
condemn the scheme and called out the 
‘British government's insulting view of 
Africa as a place that is no better than a 
dumping ground for things — in this case 
people — it considers a problem’. 

Patel continued to take the line 
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On 19 July the #Stop Rwanda 
hashtag trended in third place 
on twitter,as lawyers and 
celebrities joined the protest 


Before the 
debacle 

Home Secretary 
Priti Patel with 


Rwanda’s Minister 
for Foreign Affairs 


Vincent Biruta 


that removal from the UK to Rwanda 
would act as a deterrent. However, a 
Home Affairs Select Committee report 
published on 18 July found there was 
no evidence the scheme has done so. 
The report said that anyone with a valid 
asylum claim should not have to make 
the dangerous journey. Instead, safe 
legal routes should be made available (a 
majority of those crossing the Channel 
are found to have valid claims). 

Despite the report’s findings, Patel 
made written submissions to the High 
Court urging that the challenge to the 
Rwanda scheme not be delayed until 
October. She claimed further delay 
would put more people’s lives at risk. 

On 20 July, Lord Justice Lewis and Mr 
Justice Swift ruled that it was in the 
‘public interest’ for the case to proceed 

as soon as possible, with a five-day 

case being set to start on 5 September. 
Coincidentally, this is the day the country 
finds out if the government will be led by 
former Chancellor Rishi Sunak or Truss. 

Demonstrations took place on the 
day the Nationality and Borders Bill 
was passed into law on 28 April, to 
express public dissent, as attempts at 
amendment by the House of Lords failed 
to be ratified in the Commons. A rally 
outside the Royal Courts of Justice due 
to take place on 19 July became a twitter 
storm between 11am and 12 noon, with 
the #Stop Rwanda hashtag trending in 
third place, as lawyers and celebrities 
joined in and posted selfies with posters. 

With the main challenge to the 
scheme set to take place on 5 September, 
the Rwanda flights are now temporarily 
halted until the legal judgments are 
made. A change in Conservative 
leadership is unlikely to bring about a 
reverse of the government's policy. It has 
already invested so much in the scheme, 
both financially and politically, that any 
cancellation is likely to come about only 
through successful legal challenges that 
force ministers to back down. 

A Conservative government may seem 
happy to trash international law, but 
many will not look the other way while 
it does so. @ 
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n the pantheon of heroes that this 
country’s anti-fascist movement 
has produced, there is surely a 
guaranteed seat of honour for 
Ma Ray Hill, Searchlight’s most 
celebrated ‘mole’, who died on 14 May. 

No one — or, at least, no one who 
can yet be spoken of — has inflicted 
such damage on the extreme right 
movement, nor provided such an 
inspiration to subsequent generations 
of anti-fascists. Ironically, his death 
came just as Searchlight had concluded 
a major series of articles marking his 
achievements exactly 40 years earlier. 
The intention was that, in this issue, 
Ray himself would reflect back on what 
he had achieved and the long-term 
implications of his many years in the 
trenches against the extreme right. 
Sadly, that was not to be. Diagnosed 
with cancer in April, he died only a 
few weeks later. 

Ray grew up in Mossley, on the 
Lancashire/Yorkshire border, but 
moved to Leicester when he was a 
young man. It was there he met and 
married his wife, Glennis, in 1966, 
and there that his political journey 
began shortly afterwards, in a city that 
even in the early 1960s had seen an 
influx of immigrant workers from the 
Commonwealth. 

In later years, Ray would tell the 
story of his recruitment by the far 
right: a young man looking for work, 
with a young family but few prospects, 
nurturing a resentment that immigrant 
workers appeared to be getting all the 
basic things — work, housing — that 
he struggled to provide for his new 
family. He found himself drawn first 
into the Anti-Immigration Society, then 
nudged along to the Racial Preservation 
Society run by former Mosleyites, and 
eventually introduced to the hard-line 
national socialism of Colin Jordan: 

a recruitment conveyor belt that was 
subtle, seamless and ineluctable. 

That was the reason why, later in his 
life, Ray hesitated to criticise young, 
white, working-class men seduced by 
the same vile process of indoctrination. 
He knew how irresistible it could 
be. By 1967, he had hooked up with 
Jordan’s British Movement (BM) and 
thrown himself wholeheartedly into 
the nazi movement. 

Ray was a star recruit: he was clever, 
witty, highly organised, a charismatic 
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speaker, and physically brave with an 
imposing presence. In the groupuscules 
of the far right someone with such a 
skills set could go far. And he did. Soon 
Ray was on BM’s national council. He 
served as one of Jordan’s bodyguards 
and, in that capacity, earned 
considerable kudos for ‘protecting’ 
the leader from the attentions of a 
press photographer at a meeting in 
Birmingham, picking up a conviction 
for assault in the process. In 1969, 
he was Jordan’s election agent in the 
Ladywood by-election in Birmingham 
where BM won some 3% of the vote. 
Such a vote might seem derisory, 
but in certain sections of the extreme 


¥#*Seduced by fascism as a young man, Ray Hill became a leading 
wr UK neo-nazi activist. But his experiences in South Africa 

=* changed his perspective - he become a singular Searchlight mole 
3 and wreaked havoc on the far right. Andy Bell tells his story 


right it was received ecstatically. At the 
time, the right was still in the throes 

of a strategic debate: should they, like 
the recently launched National Front, 
hide their national socialism under 

a bushel the better to garner votes in 
elections? Or should they stick to their 
national socialist guns and wear their 
devotion to Hitler and the Third Reich 
with pride? 

BM’s achievement in Ladywood 
gave considerable confidence to those 
in the latter camp: campaigning on an 
unashamed national socialist platform 
it had won more than 300 votes in a 
single constituency. And Ray had been 
the architect of this ‘historic’ result. 
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But his activism got him into trouble 
and, in December 1969, facing criminal 
charges in Leicester, he boarded a 
plane and emigrated with his young 
family to South Africa, where they 
lived for the next decade. When he 
returned to England in 1979, he was 
a man transformed. Partly, it was his 
experience of the sheer outrageous 
injustice of apartheid. 

At his recent funeral, his family 
told the story of how he had taken his 
young daughter to a boxing match in 
Johannesburg, where the main bout 
was between a white fighter and a 
black fighter. Ray was a seasoned boxer 
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Ray, photographed 


at home shortly 
before his passing 
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himself and had won championships 
during his national service in the army. 
He watched the black fighter clearly 
outpoint his white rival — and then 
saw the white fighter’s arm raised in 
victory by the white referee. Ray was 
outraged. Taking his daughter by the 
hand, he pushed his way backstage to 
the dressing rooms, where he sought 
out the black boxer, shook his hand and 
told him that he was the true winner. 
Then Ray injured his arm and was 
unable for a while to work, and so the 
family found themselves in seriously 
straightened circumstances. But they 
were bailed out financially by one 
of a group of white working-class 
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chums with whom he regularly went 
to Alberton races. Only later did Ray 
find out that the chap who had so 
generously put his hand in his pocket 
and helped him out was Jewish. 

But the real Damascene moment 
came one Sunday afternoon, in the 
Hillbrow district of Johannesburg 
where the South African National Front 
(SANF), of which Ray had become 
chairman, was campaigning for stricter 
enforcement of the racially based 
Group Areas Act. 

Although Hillbrow was designated a 
white area, a shortage of white tenants 
meant that landlords had been relaxed 
about who they rented to, and the area 
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had become racially mixed by default. 
The SANF had sniffed a campaign 
opportunity in which it could outflank 
the racist policies of the government. 
On the Sunday in question, stopping 
to buy his daughter an ice-cream on 
their way home from visiting friends, 
Ray happened across an Indian family 
who had just been evicted from their 
home and been pitched into the street 
by the police — as a direct consequence 
of the SANF campaign. Ray was 
consumed with shame. Agonising over 
his past — and his future — through a 
sleepless night, he decided, ‘It’s over’. 
But he also resolved to make amends. 


Stellar achievements 

And so he did — and then some. 

First, he started feeding information 
about far-right activities to a Jewish 
organisation, and a Jewish journalist, in 
Johannesburg. Then, having returned 
to England in 1979, he operated for 
almost five years as Searchlight’s mole 
at the most senior levels of the extreme 
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Ray addresses a 


British National 
Party rally 

(left), 1983; 
leading British 
Movement 
march in 
Welling, 1981 
(top right); and 
haranguing a 
Nationalist Unity 
rally, Smithfield 
Market, 1981 
(bottom right). 
In each case, 
Ray went down 
a storm with 
his adoring, but 
unsuspecting, 


right. Despite his absence for almost 

a decade, he still enjoyed a stellar 
reputation in the movement and was 
welcomed back with much enthusiasm. 
Everyone trusted him, and everyone 
wanted a piece of him. 

He became deputy leader of BM, 
right-hand man to British Democratic 
Party (BDP) leader Anthony Reed 
Herbert and, when John Tyndall 
launched the British National Party 


(BNP) in 1983, Ray was at the top table. 


He spent more than four years not 
simply gathering intelligence but also 
disrupting and frustrating the efforts of 
the far right on an industrial scale. 

His most notable victories during 
this time were retold in detail, on their 
4oth anniversary, in the three most 
recent issues of Searchlight: 

e A major neo-nazi terror attack on 
the Notting Hill Carnival in London 
was averted 

e Entire organisations, not least of all 
BM and the BDP, were brought to 
their knees and collapsed 


@ The safehousing conspiracy, which 
saw wanted Italian and German 
fascist fugitives sheltered in Britain 
in the wake of rightwing terror attacks 
on the continent, was exposed. 

These achievements were 
breathtaking, carried out with 
intelligence, wit and outstanding 
bravery. 

When Ray ‘came out’ in March 1984, 
the fascists were at first speechless 
and then apoplectic with rage at, as 
they saw it, the scale of this betrayal. 
Then he followed up with a film and 
book, both called The Other Face of 
Terror, exposing the most secret acts 
of his erstwhile comrades to a much 
wider public, and to devastating effect. 
His book has become a classic text for 
anti-fascists. Inevitably, death threats 
and even vicious attempts to exact 
revenge followed. At one point, they 
even tried to blow up his house. But he 
was not to be stopped. 

For the rest of his life, Ray threw 
himself into campaigning against 
them, educating other anti-fascists, 
particularly the rising generation in 
schools and universities, and striving 
to build the sort of unity that alone, he 
believed, could defeat this evil. Over 
more than 40 years Ray’s part in the 
successes of our movement has been 
immeasurable. 

It was an extraordinary life, of 
extraordinary achievements, lived by 
an extraordinary man. @ 


An edited version of this obituary 
appeared in the recent special 
conference issue of Searchlight 


Summer 2022 


A beacon of hope in 
resisting extremism 


An international cohort of speakers delivered good news, such as the 
conviction of the Bologna bomber, but also highlighted the need to remain 
vigilant as far-right groups continue to proliferate. Cathy Pound, reports 


tis some years since Searchlight 

held a full international 

conference, and the original plans 

for the event to be held in January 

this year were scuppered when 
Covid-19 cases began to rise. 

We cancelled that date with regret, 
deciding eventually to go ahead with 
the 2022 conference in May, but to hold 
a scaled back event, in terms of the 
numbers in attendance, in order to make 
it as Covid-safe as possible. The decision 
was made to make the event invite-only 
to ensure we did not exceed numbers, 
and we recognise that some people who 
wanted to attend were consequently 
unable to do so. 

There have been so many people who 
have played a part in the lifetime of 
Searchlight, contributing in various ways 
through writing, researching, helping 
with editing and layout in the early days, 
as well as the unsung heroes we are 
unable to name. 

The conference took place on 28 May in North London 
and we were honoured to have with us many academics 
and lifelong anti-fascists, some of whom were around in the 
period leading up to the formation of Searchlight. 


Absent friends 

Many were unable to be with us and instead sent solidarity 
greetings: this included refugee campaigner Lord Alf Dubs, 
human rights solicitor Professor Sir Geoffrey Bindman 

QC, playwright David Edgar, Ruth Levitas (daughter of 
late veteran anti-fascist activist Max Levitas) and many 
others including Father Alan Green of St John on Bethnal 
Green, who regretted not being able to join us and sent 


thanks to Gerry Gable for his work for ‘justice and equality’. 


People travelled from across the UK to be with us and were 
pleased to greet the widow of the late Reverend Ken Leech, 
Julie Wood. Some overseas speakers were unable to join 
us and greetings were sent by our colleagues in the US, 
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Gerry Gable 
'We are living in 
some of the most 
dangerous times 
since the 1930s' 


vice-president Dr Leonard Zeskind 

and president Devin Burghart of the 
Institute for Research and Education on 
Human Rights. 

There was one notable absence from 
our speaker list and his absence has 
hit all of us at Searchlight very hard. 
Searchlight’s most celebrated mole 
Ray Hill had been determined to travel 
to speak at the conference, but sadly died 
on 14 May 2022 after a short illness (see 
Obituary, pages 14-16). 

Gerry Gable welcomed delegates to 
the conference, and in truth everyone 
present could be said to be part of the 
Searchlight family, one way or another. 
A tribute to Ray Hill was read out and 
a minute’s silence was observed in 
his memory. 

The conference was expertly co- 
chaired by Dr Dan Jones and Siobhan 
Hyland of University of Northampton, 
whose knowledge of the whole 
Searchlight story is encyclopaedic: between them, they have 
received, catalogued and curated the Searchlight Archives 
going back to its inception. Gerry had an unexpected new 
artefact for the Archive, which was handed over ceremonially 
with an accompanying story of how it had made its way to 
Searchlight’s ownership. 


International update 
[ ti. Delegates then settled for the 
international session to hear speakers 
on the current situation in relation to the 
far right. A keynote speaker was 
Michele Zacchi, Italian journalist, 
| anti-fascist and long-time friend of 
Searchlight, who had travelled to attend 
J the conference and speak on the ‘new 
fathers of the far right in Italy’. 

Michele, unsurprisingly, spoke about Casa Pound. which 
saw its inception in an abandoned building in Rome in 
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2003, then spread across Italy, bringing fascism into the 
mainstream. Its leader, Gianluca Iannone, has stated that he 
will be ‘a fascist as long as anti-fascists exist’. 

The conference had a strong focus on Italy, each speaker 
detailed and informative, and Michele did not disappoint 
delegates, many of whom took the opportunity to speak with 
him afterwards, as we were privileged to have his expertise 
and lived experience as a lifelong anti-fascist. 

Simone Rossi, of ANPI [National Association of Italian 
Partisans] London section, provided an overview of how 
ANPI had been formed in Rome in 1944 by those who were 
resisting Italian fascism and the Nazi occupation during 
the Second World War. It has continued as a charitable 
organisation to the present day, due to the efforts of 
anti-fascists in Italy, with international sections present in 
the UK aed elsewhere. 

Alfio Bernabei, long-term UK-based, 
Italian correspondent for Searchlight 
spoke on the long fight to expose and 
convict those responsible for the bombing 
of Bologna Central station on 2 August 
1980, in which 85 people were killed and 
200 were injured. Alfio has covered the 
twists and turns of this story, which has 
been running for more than 42 years, and 
was delice when far-right militant Paolo Bellini finally 
received a life sentence in April 2022, as the fifth man to be 
convicted in relation to the bombing (see pages 22-23). 

Siobhan Hyland spoke about the ways in which 
the Searchlight Archive is used at the University of 
Northampton, where it is now housed, and how using the 
primary sources it holds has supported the teaching and 
learning of many students. Several funded projects have 
been made possible, enabling the work of the Archive to 
be expanded; in addition, a best practice guide on how to 
use these materials with students has been launched. The 
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Archive is a living document that can be constantly reviewed 
by a wide range of academics, benefitting students in the best 
way possible. 

Siobhan also spoke about the situation in Germany 
today, discussing several emerging new neo-nazi groups. 
These developments should be of concern to the authorities, 
because they rely on fascist and racist tropes in an echo 
of pre-1945 Germany. Additionally, their growth has been 
stimulated by the Covid-19 pandemic, with victim blaming 
and the marginalisation of migrants. Searchlight has 
continued to monitor the situation and publish updated 
information in the magazine as new groups and trends 
have emerged. 

Martin Smith warned delegates about the rise of the far 
right in Hungary and Poland. He noted that, while Victor 
Orban’s success in the April 2022 elections in Hungary was 
very concerning, he also wanted to draw people’s attention 
to the Our Homeland Movement, a far-right group that had 
come third in the poll and succeeded in gaining six members 
of parliament (see pages 24-26). 

We had a very welcome, impromptu contribution from 
Austin Harney, member of Civil Service union PCS’s National 
Disabled Members Forum who sits on the TUC Disabled 
Workers’ Committee, but who spoke in a personal capacity 
about current far-right activity in Ireland. 


lia ot readings 
At the start and end of each session 
Andy Bell read excerpts from his 
forthcoming book, which charts both 
Gerry Gable’s life and the history of 
Searchlight. Gerry’s formative years and 
ex working life are inextricably linked with 

| the 62 Group and the pre-Searchlight 
era, the formation of and the entire 

: existence of Searchlight as an anti-fascist 

organisation and regular publication. 

The excerpts were tantalising and made reference to some 
escapades that involved Gerry and some members of the 
audience. There was almost a gasp of astonishment when, 
after one of the most dramatic readings, Andy called on the 
person referred to as ‘Derek’ to stand. ‘Derek’ stood humbly 
at the back of the conference hall to receive cheers and 
applause in tribute to this true anti-fascist hero. 

Delegates were privileged to have heard the extracts from 
the book, but we will now have an agonising wait for the 
publication date, which, as yet, has not been released. 


New centre 
The second half of the conference saw a range of speakers 
and there was also a personal message from long-term 
contributor to Searchlight, Paul Jackson, Professor in the 
History of Radicalism and Extremism at the University 
of Northampton. Paul has worked alongside Gerry and 
Searchlight for many years, and was among those who were 
instrumental in getting the Searchlight Archive housed and 
expertly curated at Northampton. 

He announced the imminent opening of a new Centre for 
the Advancement of Racial Equality at Northampton, which 
will be launched on 12 September 2022. In his message, 
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Paul welcomed any input from those present as well as 
from others who might help inform the development of this 
new initiative. 

Delegates heard also from conference co-chair Dan Jones 
on the development of the Archive and on how it can be 
accessed both online and in person. Dan had fascinating 
statistics on the number of people accessing the Archive, 
and that they ranged from PhD students to academics 
researching books. 

In the past, it had been notoriously difficult to gain public 
access to the Searchlight Archive, not simply because 
of security issues and needing to vet anyone wanting to 
access the offices, but also because there were insufficient 
resources to adequately archive the vast amount of far- 
right material alongside the complete back catalogue of 
Searchlight magazine. 


Follow the money 
I was honoured to welcome 
Wilf Sullivan, TUC National Race 
Equality Officer, to the conference and 
thank him for giving up yet another of 
his weekends to come to speak to us. 
Wilf, for his part, thanked Searchlight 
for its role over so many years in 
exposing the far right in the UK and 
internationally. 

He noted the forensic approach taken by Searchlight 
in tracking down the main players, documenting the 
individuals with whom they fraternise and — something he 
had learnt from — to always follow the money. Wilf said that 
tracking down the people who financed some of the outfits 
over the years has been crucial to understanding those 
behind the public faces of organisations such as the National 
Front, the British National Party, the English Defence League 
and, more recently, the Democratic Football Lads Alliance. 
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Tracking down the people who financed some 
of the outfits over the years has been crucial 
to understanding those behind the public 
faces of extremist rightwing organisations 


Wilf recalled that, when he had sat on various committees 
alongside the police, he would end up telling them that, if 
they wanted to understand what they were dealing with 
on the streets when it came to the far right, they needed to 
subscribe to and read Searchlight. 


The fight continues 

Gerry delivered the closing words of the conference, 
thanking the speakers and delegates for taking part. He 
reiterated the message he has disseminated for some years 
now -— that in his opinion we are living in some of the most 
dangerous times since the 1930s. 

Speaker after speaker had underlined the truth of this 
statement. Their presentations outlined the ascendency 
of the far right across much of Europe and how its 
inflammatory ideology was given plenty of oxygen in the US 
during Donald Trump’s era. Brazil is among the countries 
with a populist rightwing government and here, in the UK, 
we currently have one of the most rightwing Conservative 
governments in a long time, which is using its continuing 
parliamentary majority to pass legislation that would have 
been unthinkable even five years ago. 

Gerry received a standing ovation. After a short break, the 
space was transformed to host a belated celebration of Gerry’s 
85th birthday, complete with cake and music from long-time 
friend of Searchlight, Ulrike Schmidt, supported by Roma 
musicians Roberto Petik, and Roberto. This was the time for a 
little relaxation before continuing the fight against fascism. @ 


BNP’s delayed accounts reveal 
| disaster zone 
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Far-right 
ideas seep 
further into 
the centre 


The positioning of National Rally as the third 
largest party in France’s National Assembly will 
enable its extremist policies to percolate further 
into the mainstream, warns Francoise Aubery 


ollowing the final round 

of elections for members 

to the National Assembly, 

normalisation of the French 

far right, contrary to 
expectation, appears to have begun. 

Marine Le Pen, leader of National 
Rally — Rassemblement National (RN) 
— returned to the National Assembly 
with the largest contingent of MPs 
in the party’s history. The number of 
seats the party now holds stands at 
89, which is almost three times the 32 
seats previously gained by the Front 
National (rebranded RN in 2018) 
under the leadership of her father, 
Jean-Marie Le Pen, back in 1986. 

The shock to the political 
infrastructure of the Fifth Republic 
cannot be denied, which was as 
unexpected to the RN as it was for 
its opponents. A leading RN official 
described the votes cast for the party 
as an unexpected tsunami. Following 
Marine Le Pen’s defeat in the second 
round of the presidential election 
in April, she conceded Emmanuel 
Macron’s victory in the National 
Assembly in advance. 

Of particular significance following 
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the June elections was the breaking 

of the geographic demographic for the 
RN. In the latest poll, support extended 
beyond the party’s traditional northern 
heartland to several new constituencies, 
including the Alpes-de-Haute- 
Provence, the Pyrénées-Orientales 

and several in the Mediterranean area. 
Support also increased among the 
electorate in Perpignan and Cerdanya, 
the region of Macron’s former Prime 
Minister, Jean Castex. 

Interim RN president Jordan 
Bardella commented: ‘We are no 
longer limited to what was historically 
perceived as our areas of strength, 
in what could be called the RN of the 
north or the RN of the south.’ 


Le Pen strategy 

Macron — of the Renaissance party, 
until the 2022 elections known as 

La République En Marche! — and 
Jean-Luc Mélenchon -— of left party La 
France Insoumise — had both looked 
to various alliances before the election 
to strengthen their numbers in the 
National Assembly. However, Le Pen, 
unlike the other candidates, did not 
opt for an alliance with Eric Zemmour, 
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Going it alone: 
Marine Le Pen 


(above) chose 


not to form an 


alliance with 


anti-immigrant 


TV pundit Eric 
Zemmour 


(left), 


eader 


of new party 


Recon 


quéte 
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the far-right anti-immigrant television 
pundit who had formed a new party, 
Reconquéte. He had hoped to replace 
Le Pen at the head of the French 
nationalist and identitarian right wing. 

For Le Pen, the strategy of 
eschewing alliances seems to have 
paid off. Zemmour’s party took just 
4.25% of the vote and is now destined 
for political oblivion, while the RN has 
now positioned itself in third place, 
behind the coalition of Mélenchon 
(which gained 26.10% of the vote) 
and the coalition of Macron (which 
gained 25.81%). 

Significantly, the 2022 French 
legislative elections marked the end 
of a cycle started over a decade ago 


when Le Pen became leader of the 
RN’s precursor, the Front National. 
Her strategy of normalising the party 
in the eyes of the electorate was 
assisted by the mainstream parties, 
who no longer united against the 
far-right candidates in the second 
round of elections. The 2022 elections 
eventually became polarised between 
Mélenchon and Macron, enabling the 
RN to creep up quietly in the wings 
and achieve success at the polls. 


Anti-Muslim norm 

A shift in attitudes towards Islam 
and immigration by the mainstream 
parties has indirectly assisted the 
RN to normalise its image. Far-right 
ideals, for example anti-Muslim 
discrimination, are already the norm 
within mainstream political thought 
in France. 

Gérald Darmanin, Macron’s 
Minister of the Interior, has been 
quoted as speaking of the need to 
‘halt the “ensauvagement of society 
translated as ‘descent into savagery’. 
The term was first used by Le Pen 
in 2013, taking it from a book by 
far-right author Laurent Obertone. 
Since September 2018, she has used 
this phrase in numerous speeches and 
television interviews in an attempt to 
create an image of France as a country 
unable to control criminal violence 
that, she claims, originates in the poor 
inner suburbs and is the ultimate 
product of mass migration. 

Darmanin, however, has criticised 
Le Pen and the RN for being too soft 
on Islam and, in an attempt to appeal 
to RN voters, last year went as far 
as to launch a legal challenge to the 
construction of a new mosque in 
Strasbourg, which had already received 
all the appropriate permissions. 

Islamophobia has therefore become 
a unifying mantra across all points 
of the French political spectrum, 
which has indirectly assisted the RN 
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to gain the significant foothold it now 
has in the National Assembly. The 
right portrays Islam as a security 
concern, while the left highlights 

its incompatibility with French 
values, as reflected in calls to ban the 
hijab in public spaces and limit the 
construction of mosques. The result is 
that Le Pen is no longer feared because 
anti-Muslim discrimination has 
already become the norm. 

This breakthrough for the RN also 
provides the party, which has been 
beset by debt problems for many 
years, with some financial breathing 
space. Its newly elected 89 MPs mean 
it will receive a financial windfall of 
€10.3 million from annual public funds, 
nearly enough to repay a €10.7 million 
loan for Le Pen’s campaign from 
Hungary’s MKB Bank, whose major 
shareholders include businessmen close 
to Hungarian rightwing populist Prime 
Minister Viktor Orban. 


Embedded 

The risk for France now lies in the fact 
that, following its electoral success, 
the far-right RN is more than a party, 
it is an ideological movement deeply 
embedded at the heart of French 
culture and society. It now holds local 
and regional seats across the country, 
with a significant support base among 
the military and the police (40% and 
70% respectively). 

The threat to democracy across 
France and Europe was underlined 
when in April 2021, on the 60th 
anniversary of the failed coup to 
derail Algerian independence, an 
open letter (praised by Le Pen) was 
sent to President Macron by over 1000 
members of the French military (many 
with connections to the far right), 
threatening action if a harder line was 
not taken against Islamism. 

Following the 2022 elections, a new 
age of uncertainty has commenced for 
the Fifth Republic. @ 


Islamophobia has become a unifying mantra 
across all points of the French political 
spectrum, which has indirectly assisted 

the RN to gain the significant foothold it 

now has in the National Assembly 
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n his book The Other Face of 
Terror, Ray Hill, who was a 
leading member of Britain’s 
neo-nazi movement before he 
underwent a profound change 
of heart and became a celebrated mole 
operating inside the extreme right, tells 


of an encounter with a mysterious Italian 


he calls ‘Paolo’. 

This happened in early 1980, soon 
after Hill’s return to the UK from South 
Africa where he had met a number of 
Italian fugitives from justice involved 
in promoting terrorist activities in 
Italy. This is a story that deserves to be 
investigated because it may help explain 
the less well known ways in which the 
so-called ‘strategy of tension’, especially 
in the 1970s, was being financed. This 
was being done not only through dodgy 
bank transactions and robberies, but 
also with diamonds, always rough cut to 
avoid traceable signatures. 

Paolo needed help. In the chapter 
aptly entitled ‘Safe Housing Conspiracy’, 
Hill writes: ‘At first Paolo seemed to 
be asking me to make my own house 
available for fugitives, but I quickly 
pointed out that I was well known on 
the British far right, and was almost 
certainly under some sort of observation 
by the authorities.’ In other words, Hill 
smelt a rat and kept the door of his 
house firmly shut. 

But he did agree to offer some 
help. He directed his visitor towards 
the League of St George (LSG) and 
individuals such as Steve Brady, 
who was later to confirm having had 
‘successful’ meetings with Paolo and 
other far-right Italians precisely on the 
issue of safehousing. 

Hill noted: ‘When I attended an LSG 
meeting at the Oak Tree Tavern in 
Action, West London, on 27 February 
1981, I was surprised to find a small 
group of Italians present. They were 
kept on one side in the company of 
Brady and League leaders Mike Griffin 
and Keith Thomson, and were not 
generally introduced. Later in the 
evening, however, one of them made a 
short speech in English thanking their 
“English comrades” for their hospitality.’ 

Strangely, neither in Hill’s memoirs, 
nor in any investigative reporting, was 
the name of the landlord who opened 
his London house to some of the most 
dangerous Italian fugitives and criminals 
with links to the far right to be found 
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The fugitives’ 


favourite host 


Who was this man Bill Hopkins to whose London home terrorists 
flocked? asked the Bologna prosecutors. Alfio Bernabei reports 


- the name is that of Bill Hopkins. So 

it was unexpected to hear the name 
repeatedly brought up in the Assize 
Court in Bologna during the year-long 
trial held recently over the bombing at 
the railway station on 2 August 1980 in 
which 85 people were killed and 200 
were injured. The atrocity was the work 
of fascist terrorists acting as foot soldiers 
for the Masonic Lodge Propaganda 
Due (P2) and sectors of the Gladio-Stay 
Behind network, created in the late 
1940s to resist a perceived threat from 
communist Russia. 

The trial ended with a life sentence for 
Paolo Bellini, the fifth person to be found 
guilty of involvement in the massacre 
and, like his accomplices, entangled in a 
web of contacts leading to agents of the 
secret service considered implicated in 
the crime. One of them — a close ally of 
P2’s Venerable Master, Licio Gelli — was 


Federico Umberto D’Amato, who led 
the Office for Reserved Affairs of the 
Ministry of Interior from the 1950s to 
the 1970s. It was in his house during 
a police raid that rough-cut diamonds 
were found in a satchel. 

One cannot help referring once again 
to Hill’s book, in which he describes how 
he got to know first hand that diamonds 
from South Africa were reaching far- 
right militants in Europe. 

But, the public prosecutors in Bologna 
questioned repeatedly, who was this 
man Hopkins, to whose London house 
and antique shop a large number of 
Italians of the far right gravitated? They 
were mostly fugitives from justice and 
included some of those suspected of 
being involved in the killing of ‘God’s 
banker’, Roberto Calvi, in 1982. 

A key document produced during the 
trial has been taken as solid proof that 
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it was from Calvi’s Banco Ambrosiano 
accounts that, unbeknown to him, funds 
were channelled to finance the terrorists 
involved in the massacre at Bologna. 

If Hill wisely kept the door of his 
own house closed to dangerous Italian 
characters, Hopkins had not. Could 
this have been because, unlike Hill, 
Brady and company, Hopkins was 
mixing with the British aristocracy, the 
intellectual set, enjoyed a patina of fame 
and, presumably, had friends among 
the more sophisticated circles of nazi 
sympathisers? 


Propaganda 

Born into a Welsh theatrical family in 
1928, Hopkins came to prominence 

as one of the Angry Young Men in the 
1950s, together with authors John 
Osborne, Colin Wilson and Stuart 
Holroyd, the last two of whom he shared 
a house with in London in the late 1950s. 

In 1957, Hopkins published a 
philosophical thriller, The Divine and the 
Decay, in which a newly formed political 
party called the New Britain Party, led 
by a ‘fascist visionary’, jockeys for power. 
The publisher subsequently recalled all 
known copies of the work and had them 
destroyed, in response to an outcry over 
what some had considered was a blatant 
exercise in fascist propaganda. 

This controversy added to Hopkins’ 
fame, to the extent that his name came 
to be known abroad, particularly in 
literary circles in France where he is said 
to have met the likes of Jean Paul Sartre. 
Someone in Italy must have taken notice 
of him as a fascist intellectual imbued, 
perhaps, with some of extremist Italian 
philosopher Julius Evola’s ideas. This 
could be a plausible explanation as to 
why so many Italian far-right characters 
eventually began to land at Hopkins’ 
door. So what did emerge about these 
contacts at the Bologna trial? 

Hopkins, described as a member 
or associate of the National Front, 
gave shelter in his house to, among 
others, Sergio Vaccari, the scion of a 
rich Milanese family and an art dealer 
in contact with far-right extremists in 
Italy, as well as Italian fugitives from 
justice in London, plus a bunch of Mafia 
criminals. It was Vaccari who found the 
accommodation for Calvi at Chelsea 
Cloisters from where the banker was led 
to his death under Blackfriars Bridge. 

According to testimony heard in the 
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Among the Hopkins—Vaccari 
circle were dodgy antique 
dealers most of whom had 
contact with fascist militants 


Bologna court, Vaccari was in contact 
with a member of the Di Nunzio family, 
who was a money dealer and who had, 
allegedly, received part of the large sum 
used — according to public prosecutors 
— to finance the operation that led to the 
massacre in Bologna. 

Among the Italian far-right characters 
in the Hopkins—Vaccari circle were 
dodgy antique dealers who grew 
extremely rich and drove Ferraris and 
Rolls Royces. Most of them also had 
contact with fascist militants. One of 
these characters was Agostino Vallorani, 
who himself gave refuge to Valerio 
Viccei, a fascist described by the British 
press as a ‘shimmering, exotic criminal 
mastermind’ who, in 1987, led his gang 
into the Knightsbridge Safe Deposit 
Centre carrying out what was later 
described as the ‘robbery of the century’. 


Covert network 

Vaccari and Viccei were both killed in 
dubious circumstances, while Vallorani 
ended up befriending Bellini, the ‘black 
pimpernel’, who has just begun a life 
sentence for his involvement in the 
Bologna bombing. 

If one adds to this murky assembly of 
characters the fact that in the course of 
Bellini’s trial Hopkins was also named as 
the owner of printing machinery hidden 
at his house, on which literature for 
neofascist organisation Third Position 
was printed and distributed as far away 
as Australia, it becomes clear that a 
second more sophisticated network was 
in operation, acting under the cover of 
art and antique merchandising of which 
little is known. This was in addition to 
the network of dodgy characters helping 
Italian fugitives from justice in the 
shape of members of the LSG, Brady 
and company, known to Hill and to 
the authorities. 

The Third Position, it is worth 
remembering, was a neofascist political 
and terrorist movement founded in 
Rome in 1978 by Giuseppe Dimitri, 
Roberto Fiore and Gabriele Adinolfi. It 
published a journal, also called Third 


Law breaker 
Roberto Fiore 
outside Downing 
Street in the 
1980s when he 
fled to London 


to escape justice, 
working as a guide 
for Heritage Tours, 


run by fellow 
fascists Michael 
Walker and Nick 
Griffin 


Position, expounding nationalistic— 
revolutionary ideas, partly influenced by 
Evola’s philosophy. 

Not long after Fiore arrived in London 
in 1980 as a fugitive from justice, he 
actively began to develop plans to set 
up a similar platform in the UK. There 
were hints during the recent hearings 
in Bologna that he may have been in 
contact with Hopkins in pursuit of 
this aim. (Fiore, now leader of Italy’s 
neofascist party Forza Nuova, was 
imprisoned for leading an assault by his 
party’s supporters on the CGIL trade 
union HQ in Rome during anti-vaxxer 
protests last year. He has since been 
released but is awaiting trial. (Since the 
attack the Italian senate voted to ban the 
party, but failed to pass this into law.) 

Although Fiore always sought 
to present the Third Position as an 
organisation in its own right — separate 
from other terrorist groups such as 
Avanguardia Nazionale and Nuclei 
Armati Rivoluzionari — this version 
of events was rejected by the Bologna 
public prosecutors with the help of 
various testimonies. They concluded that 
these organisations were, in fact, giving 
continuity to the same subversive plan. 

What was notable during the hearings 
was the determination by Bellini’s 
lawyers to frustrate all attempts to 
dig into the connections and activities 
of Italian fugitives with the ‘London 
scene’ and with Hopkins. ‘Why bring up 
London again?’, they objected, betraying 
a certain eagerness to distance the 
proceedings from the UK capital. 

Maybe we will hear more in 2023 
during the appeal trial of Gilberto 
Cavallini, one of the five accused of the 
Bologna bombing. He was said to have 
met Fiore when the latter was allegedly 
in contact with Hopkins. @ 
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he British press 

rightly focused on 

the sweeping election 

victory of the far-right 

authoritarian Prime 
Minister Viktor Orban and his Fidesz 
party in Hungary’s general election in 
April 2022. 

However, it ignored the significant 
votes gained by the nazi Our Homeland 
Movement [Mi Hazank Mozgalom] 
(OHM). It came third with 332,487 
votes (6% of the total) and now has six 
members in the Hungarian parliament. 
These are Europe’s new nazis on 
the block. 

The president of the OHM is Laszlo 
Toroczkai. I first came across him and 
his methods of operation in 2016 when 
I visited the town of Asotthalom in 
southern Hungary. He was then, and 
continues to be, the mayor of the town, 
which has become a laboratory for the 
far right. 

Back then Toroczkai was the 
vice-president of the neo-nazi 
Movement for a Better Hungary 
[Jobbik Magyarorszagért Mozgalom], 
commonly known Jobbik. When I 
drove into Asotthalom I was greeted 
by an official looking sign, reading: 
‘Migrants Not Welcome.’ Across the 
town posters declared: ‘No Mosques, 
No Burkas, No LGBT people.’ 

Asotthalom lies on Hungary’s 
border with Serbia. During the 
‘refugee crisis’ (2015-2016), Toroczkai 
hired former members of Jobbik’s 
banned paramilitary organisation, 
the Hungarian Guard, as unofficial 
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Beyond the pale 
These disturbing 
images were posted 
on Facebook - since 
removed - by Our 
Homeland Movement 
president Laszlo 
Toroczkai / in 2016, 
boasting about his 
role in detaining 
migrants. They are a 
clear reference to the 
rounding up of Jews 
in the Second World 
War by the ultra-right 
nationalist Arrow 
Cross Party 


The re-election of the authoritarian Fidesz party 


Mi\Hazank the parliamentary gains made by an ultra right 


The new nazis 


border guards. This outsourcing of 
paramilitarism saw armed thugs 
rounding up migrants, binding their 
hands with cable ties and forcing them 
back across the border. 

Toroczkai proudly publicised 
his actions with these paramilitary 
guards, which included posting 
several photographs on his Facebook 
page. In one he is pictured alongside 
paramilitary guards rounding up 
refugees, another shows captured 
migrants kneeling on the floor, lights 
shining in their faces. The images are 
a clear reference to members of the 
Arrow Cross Party (Hungary’s nazi 
party during the Second World War) 
rounding up Jews. 

Toroczkai promotes Asotthalom as 
a haven for the far right. The Knights 
Templar International, a militant 
Christian group, has advertised homes 
for sale in the town. Its members 
include Nick Griffin, former leader 
of the British National Party, and the 
party’s former treasurer Jim Dowson. 
Toroczkai informed the press in 


2018: ‘I have been contacted by Jim 
Dowson ... he came to Asotthalom a 
few times as a private individual, just 
to have a look. Nick Griffin also came 
with him.’ 


From the ashes of Jobbik 
The OHM leadership figures were 
also key in Jobbik, and one can only 
understand the rise of OHM in the 
context of Jobbik’s shift away from 
its fascist past. 

Jobbik rose out of violent mass 
protests that erupted across Hungary 
in 2006. The riots were the result of 
a leaked secret speech by Hungarian 
Socialist Party Prime Minister Ferenc 
Gyurcsany, who admitted that he 
lied to win the election and had done 
nothing good during his four years in 
office. Fidesz and the then tiny Jobbik 
played a key role in the protests, which 
would discredit the Socialist Party and 
usher in Orban, who has governed the 
country since 2010. 

Toroczkai came to national 
prominence during the protests when 
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Toroczkai to break with the party, 
forming OHM along with three former 
Jobbik MPs — Istvan Apati, Erik Fulop 
and Janos Volner (Volner later left). 


in Hungary is disturbing, but also of concern are 
group. Martin Smith considers the implications 


on the block 


A wolf in wolf's clothing 
OHM describes itself as a ‘third 

way’ party, a common term used by 
fascist and neo-nazi parties. Its 2022 
election campaign was explicitly 
racist. Like Jobbik before it, OHM 
promotes the racist claim that the 
Roma are a criminal class and talks of 


he stormed Hungary’s public television ‘néppartosodas’. He believed that he ‘Gypsy crime’. 
building with a group of skinheads. He could beat Orban in 2018 by promoting During the election it made the 


absurd claim that the Roma will 
constitute a majority of Hungary’s 
presented itself to the public as a population by 2040 (the current 
‘modern nationalist conservative proportion is 10%). The group calls 
party’. It increased its total number of for curbs on the Roma’s ‘irresponsible 
MPs to 26, but its overall share of the reproduction’ through the creation of a 
vote fell to 19.6%. family planning authority. 

Vona resigned as leader and a Anti-Semitism has also been 
faction fight engulfed the party. On promoted by OHM supporters. El6d 
one side was Tamas Sneider and his Novak, an OHM MP, has downplayed 


more moderate policies. 
Over the next four years, Jobbik 


rose quickly up Jobbik’s ranks, raising 
his profile further after his anti-migrant 
campaign as Asotthalom’s mayor. It is 
worth noting that Toroczkai has close 
ties with a number of neo-nazi gangs 
and paramilitary groups. 

There have been two key phases of 
Jobbik’s political development. The 
first phase was between 2003 and 
2014, when Jobbik grew to become 


; Hungary’s third largest party, gaining supporters who wanted to continue the Holocaust and described the Oscars 
over 1 million votes (20% of the total) with the néppdrtosodas strategy, on as ‘the greatest holiday for the Jews’. 
and, despite all Orban’s electoral the other those around Toroczkai who He calls for a public honouring of the 


Hungarian ‘martyr heroes’ who fought 
on the side of the Nazis during the 
Second World War. 

During the Covid-19 pandemic 
OHM campaigned against Hungary’s 


gerrymandering, Jobbik still managed wanted to return to Jobbik’s more 
to get 23 parliamentary seats. Its extreme roots. 
electoral support was built around In 2018, Sneider narrowly won 
its anti-Roma racism, anti-Semitism, a leadership election, which led 

lockdown measures and opposed 


public order, statist economic policies 
and crude revanchism. oe , 
Phase 2 of Jobbik’s evolution OH M M P Elod Novak has vaccines for under-16s. The group’s 
members also shared and promoted 
downplaye d the Hi olocau st and anti-Semitic conspiracy theories, 
described the Oscars as ‘the 


Hungarian general election. Buoyed 


began in the run-up to the 2014 
by its electoral success, Jobbik’s blaming Jews for the pandemic. 


then leader Gabor Vona began to 
promote a modernisation strategy 
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greatest holiday for the Jews’ 


Much like other far-right groups, 
OHM presents itself as the defender 
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of the ‘traditional family, religious 
and social order’. It opposes the 
teaching of ‘LGBT+ issues’ in schools, 
the sale of LGBT+ friendly books and 
Pride parades in Hungary. The OHM 
leadership has supported violent 
attacks on the Budapest Pride. 

OHM advocates sending prisoners 
to labour camps, reinstating the death 
penalty and enrolling children in 
national youth movements to burnish 
a sense of national identity. 

Research conducted by the 21 
Research Centre states that OHM 
voters are ‘demographically similar 
to the voters of the old Jobbik 
Movement ... they mostly live in 
smaller settlements, they are young, 
with a lower level of education, with 
male voters clearly in the majority’. 


Twin-track strategy 

The decision to call itself a movement 
and not a party is no accident. Just 
like classical fascist movements of the 
1930s, OHM has adopted a twin-track 
strategy to root itself in the Hungarian 
political system. It stands candidates in 
elections, but also uses physical force 
and paramilitary imagery to attract 
support and to intimidate opponents 
and Hungary’s Roma communities. 

In 2007, Jobbik launched the 
Magyar Garda [The Hungarian Guard]. 
These uniformed paramilitaries 
organised provocative parades in Roma 
communities, creating a narrative shift 
in the country’s politics, legitimising 
anti-Roma racism. 

I witnessed a number of Magyar 
Garda protests against the Roma, 
including a 2,500-strong parade 
in the village of GyOngyéspata in 
2011. In Gyongyospata, the parades 
were reinforced by members of the 
Nazi Outlaws Army and Véder6é 
Defence Group. The far right easily 
outnumbered the Roma villagers, 
and for over two months the Roma 
community was under siege as nightly 
parades took place. 

The Hungarian courts subsequently 
banned the Magyar Garda and by 2014 
it had ceased operating. 


~~~ KET MARKANS PROGRAMPONT ~——- 


A HATAR MEGVEDESERE 


x 
Mi \ Hazank 


VIRRADAT §—mi\Hazank 


RENDET, 
CSENDORSEGET! 


After forming OHM its leadership 
announced that the movement would 
be forming the National Legion (NL), 
a uniformed paramilitary group 
modelled on the Magyar Garda. 

The pandemic has limited the NL’s 
activities, but its members have been 
patrolling the streets of Budapest and 
other Hungarian towns and cities 
harassing Roma people. OHM election 
candidates also used photos of the NL 
in their election material. 

OHM and NL members have played 
a prominent role inside Hungary’s 
Ultras football supporter groups. OHM 
members were identified encouraging 
racist chanting and violence at the 
England v Hungary match in 2021. 


Primed to fight 


Our Home 
Movement 

has set up a 
uniformed 
paramilitary 
group, using its 
imagery to sell 
its policies of law 
and order 


OHM advocates sending prisoners to labour camps, 
reinstating the death penalty and enrolling children in 
youth movements to burnish a sense of national identity 
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Orban's outriders 

Like Jobbik before it, OHM serves as a 
test lab, promoting issues that enable 
Orban to test public opinion and how 
far to the right Hungarian society is 
willing to go. 

The question of so-called LGBT+ 
ideology is an example of this. Dora 
Duro, the deputy leader of OHM, 
publicly denounced the children’s book 
Fairyland is for Everyone and ripped 
up copies on TV in 2020. The book 
contains 17 tales from contemporary 
Hungarian authors featuring 
disadvantaged and marginalised 
social groups, including the LGBT+ 
community, to raise awareness and 
educate children about tolerance. 

Duro’s much-publicised stunt gave 
Orban’s government confidence to go 
on the offensive. Two months later, 
Fidesz pushed through a bill that 
effectively banned same-sex couples 
from adopting children and enshrined 
in the constitution that ‘the mother 
is a woman, and the father is a man’. 
Later in 2021, parliament passed a 
child protection act that conflated 
homosexuality with paedophilia. 


Where next for OHM? 

As Searchlight has argued, Orban 

and his authoritarian Fidesz 
government pose the biggest danger 
to Hungarian society. His government 
has pursued an aggressive right-wing 
agenda, one that has vilified migrants 
and Roma people, and whipped up 
anti-Semitism. 

But Orban’s influence does not stop 
at Hungary’s borders. The temporary 
demise of ex-US President Donald 
Trump sees Orban as the figurehead of 
the far right across Europe and beyond. 
His electoral strategies shape those 
of the Law and Justice (PiS ) party 
in Poland and other populist groups 
in Europe. Orban even ensured that 
Hungarian banks bankrolled Marine Le 
Pen’s presidential campaign this year. 

OHM does not compete with Orban 
on this level, yet its modest election 
success shows that a much nastier 
type of movement is re-emerging from 
Hungary’s shadows. OHM has become 
a beacon for other fascist groups. The 
rise of OHM is further evidence of the 
shift to the extreme right in Hungary 
and the re-emergence of far-right 
paramilitarism. e 
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Child Q: the touch paper 
torekindle activism 


The anger of delegates was palpable, as more cases of children being strip-searched 
emerged, with a consensus that schools are no place for the police. The event, 
writes Cathy Pound, offered a safe space to share experiences and agree actions 


teenager was removed 

from the hall where 

she was taking an 

examination because 

teachers thought that she 
‘smelt’ of cannabis. The 15-year-old girl, 
known as Child Q, was strip-searched 
by police officers on school premises 
without her parents being informed. No 
drugs were found. 

The incident happened in a Hackney 
school in 2020 but became public in 
2022, by which time the family had 
made a formal complaint and a Serious 
Case Review (SCR) had been carried 
out by the Local Safeguarding Board, 
despite it being told that the incident 
did not warrant review. 

The SCR found that race had played 
a part in the decision to strip-search the 
teenager, who had been menstruating 
at the time. Child Q, it turned out, was 
not alone in experiencing a strip-search 
and, unsurprisingly, she remains 
traumatised. Solicitors acting on her 
behalf are bringing cases against both 
the Metropolitan Police and the school, 
whose staff instigated the events on the 
day and on whose premises the strip- 
search took place. 

Arally, organised by local people, 
in support of Child Q was held outside 
Stoke Newington Police station on 
20 March 2022, shortly after the 
incident became public knowledge. 
Statistics of similar incidents began to 
emerge, revealing that the Met Police 
had searched 5279 children over the 
past three years; 75% (3939) were from 
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ethnically diverse backgrounds and 16 
were aged between 10 and 12 years. The 
statistics indicate that on average four 
or more children are strip-searched 
every day. 


Action focused 

Stand Up To Racism worked with 

other campaigners and groups to 

agree the first step to address what 

was happening inside schools. It was 
obvious that, in addition to the role of 
police in schools, there are many other 
issues to tackle, such as exclusions, hair 
discrimination and curriculum content. 
Another issue of concern is the drop in 
achievement from primary to secondary 
education among black children. These 


issues all indicated that it was timely 
to reconvene a conference for the 
black child. 

Between 2002 and 2009, Labour 
MP Diane Abbott convened an annual 
‘London schools and the Black Child’ 
conference, which she reconvened in 
2013 to address the issues cited above. 
The aim then, as it was for this latest 
conference, was to ensure it was action 
and solution focused. 

Today, as then, it was key that the 
conference was focused on educators, 
parents and the children themselves. 
The organisers went to great length to 
ensure this was a hybrid event in order 
to allow maximum participation and 
enable those unable to travel or who 
might still be shielding or avoiding 
indoor gatherings to take part. 

Zehra Jaffer, Head Teacher at Stoke 
Newington School, which hosted the 
conference, greeted delegates and 
shared her own story of being dissuaded 
from applying to be a head. She had 
been confronted with the question: 
‘Do you think London is ready for a 
woman with a head covering to be a 
head teacher?’ 

Diane Abbott began the plenary 
session and received numerous 
congratulations on reaching her 
35th anniversary of representing her 
constituency in the House of Commons. 

At the time the conference took 
place, the Independent Office for 
Police Conduct (IOPC) had failed to 
conclude its investigation into the four 
police officers involved in the case of 
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Child Q in 2020. The IOPC reviewed 
the case in March 2022, escalating 

the investigation from ‘misconduct’ to 
‘gross misconduct’. However, this does 
not automatically lead to disciplinary 
action or dismissal. 

This was to be one of the clear 
demands of the conference — that the 
investigation be completed, with a call 
for the officers to be dismissed, as well as 
an urgent review of policing in schools. 
Two of the officers involved were moved 
to desk duties by the end of March. 

It is impossible to do justice to the full 
impact of the conference, which heard 
not only numerous expert speakers but 
also the powerful testimony of parents, 
teachers and young people themselves. 
Many issues were addressed, with 
workshops covering policing in 
schools and continuing exclusions, the 
‘adultification’ of black children, youth 
organising themselves to address racism 
in schools, alongside continued calls 
to decolonise and develop an actively 
anti-racist curriculum. One workshop 
addressed the use of the Prevent 
programme (aimed at countering 
extremism) in schools. 


Police presence 

The presence of police in schools is a 
relatively recent phenomenon, which 
was formalised with the introduction 
of Safer Schools Officers (SSOs). These 
officers are based full time in a school 
setting, often covering a number of 
schools. Their remit has been variously 
described as keeping schoolchildren 
safe and reducing crime. 

There are currently 683 SSOs 
operating in schools or Pupil Referral 
Units, but the way they are deployed, or 
if they are deployed at all, is agreed at 
local level. They are more prevalent in 
what are termed ‘deprived’ areas. 

The conference repeatedly stressed 
the need to ensure that schools are a 
safe place for education. The idea that 
children needed policing at school 
was challenged. The rationale that 
SSOs could build better relationships 
with young people in schools, when 
these children were being stopped 
and searched on the way to and from 
school by colleagues of SSOs was 
strongly challenged. 

Exclusions continue to be of critical 
concern, with the knowledge that once 
children are no longer in school they 


28 | Searchlight 


are at higher risk of being groomed or 
trafficked into crime. A police presence 
in school, it was stated by many, 
reinforces the narrative that there is a 
school-to-prison pathway. Something is 
very wrong in secondary schools — and 
no doubt there are complex factors at 
play — but there was an overwhelming 
consensus at the conference that 
having police in schools is not part of 
the solution. 

The largest teachers union, the 
National Education Union, was in 
accord with this view, voting at its 
annual conference in April for the 
removal of police from schools. Shortly 
afterwards, Amnesty International 
wrote to Home Secretary Priti Patel 
and then Education Secretary Nadhim 
Zahawi, stating that strip-searching 
children ‘breaches their rights and 
seriously violates their dignity’. 

One of the most powerful arguments 
against the police presence in schools 
came from former Metropolitan Police 
superintendent Leroy Logan, whose 
intention to change the police from 
within has been depicted in Steve 
McQueen’s film Red, White and Blue. 
Logan said that between 2004 and 
2007, as Police Superintendent in 
Hackney, he had been involved in 
recruiting SSOs. He acknowledged that, 
at the time, he had felt that placing the 
right police officers in schools could 
have the desired effect of building trust 
between the police and young people, 
helping to safeguard children from 
becoming involved in crime. 

However, Logan said he was now 
firmly of the opinion that there was 
‘no place’ for police in our schools 
and that there was ‘no positive 
impact’ from having police based in 
schools. A number of schools are now 
reassessing the presence of SSOs, with a 
view to removing them. 


Activism 

Anntoinette Bramble, Deputy Mayor of 
Hackney Council, stressed that it was 
time to act, rather than simply ‘raise 
awareness’, and spoke of training all 
staff on issues such as ‘adultification’, 


Local anger 
Protest against 
the treatment 

of Child Q 
outside Hackney 
Town Hall a few 
days after the 
case became 
public knowledge 


and being explicit about the racism 
behind such attitudes. 

She said that we all needed to be 
on the ‘right side of history’ working 
with white allies, and understand that 
it is not enough to simply say ‘I am 
not a racist’, without taking the next 
step to actively be an ‘anti-racist’. She 
concluded by saying that it is our time 
to fight for the next generation of black 
children, to enable them to experience 
‘just being a child’. 

National Education Union general 
secretary Kevin Courtney stated 
solemnly that had Child Q been his 
daughter, the events would not have 
unfolded in the way that they had. 

Political activist and singer Jermain 
Jackman, winner of the BBC series 
The Voice in 2014, spoke about school 
students becoming self-organised. 
Pupils in Hackney had taken action 


Writer Rosemary Campbell-Stephens urged 
delegates: ‘Let’s stop referring to ourselves as 
ethnic minorities. We are the global majority’ 
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in their school, but the imperative 

to protect the identity of Child Q 

had meant that footage of the school 
protest had not been widely reported in 
mainstream media. City and Islington 
College students had taken to the streets 
to protest Stop and Search on 21 March, 
the day after the rally outside Stoke 
Newington Police Station. 

Jackman suggested school students 
could organise through a union and said 
that, in the 1970s, they had the Union 
of School Students, although today 
the National Union of Students largely 
represents those in tertiary education. 
Students seem very capable of self- 
organising at short notice, underlining 
that they have concerns of their own 
and are capable of organising to make 
their demands known. 

The morning plenary session ended 
with keynote speaker Rosemary 
Campbell-Stephens, who is an author, 
veteran educator and anti-racist activist. 
She spoke about ‘humanising education 
through decolonisation’ and provided 
one of the more optimistic and uplifting 
sessions of the day. 
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She opened by saying that holding 
a conference could help bring about 
change, stating that ‘when we hold a 
conference, things do happen’. This 
was a reference to early initiatives such 
as summer schools for black teachers 
from which many of those present 
had graduated. 

Acknowledging the call to set up black- 
only schools, she argued that we already 
had schools with a majority of black 
pupils. She pointed out that there are 
today more black teachers, but stressed 
that the need to ensure that more black 
governors and black teachers have a role 
in decision-making and policy roles. 

She cited the important work of 
writer and education campaigner 
Professor Gus John, who also spoke 
at the conference, saying that we had 
been here before. Professor John, she 
said, had drawn up a strategy many 
decades ago to address the inequities 
in education, but the way that systemic 
racism dehumanises black people is 
in part what is hindering progress. 
Redressing wrongs and affording 
respect, dignity and equality is not 
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easy, especially while ingrained racism 
that sees some people as lesser remains. 

She admitted she was relieved to 
be returning to Jamaica after the 
conference, which she was addressing 
at the end of a 6-week return visit to the 
UK. The reality — that things had not 
greatly improved in terms of the lived 
experience of being black in Britain — 
was not questioned by anyone attending 
the conference. 

Campbell-Stephens brought not only 
her extensive experience from within 
the UK, but provided an international 
perspective. She urged delegates: “Let’s 
stop referring to ourselves as ethnic 
minorities. We are the global majority.’ 

Such a shift in language should be 
a powerful first step in reversing the 
narrative and redressing the power 
imbalance. Campell-Stephen’s urged 
delegates to ‘speak with authority’ 
about what is required in UK schools 
because children are entitled to a 
decent education free from institutional 
racism. Teachers, parents and children 
should not have to fight or beg for a 
decent education or wait for another 
Child Q before change starts. 


Stand Up To Racism co-convener 
Weyman Bennett noted that he 

had received requests from the Met 
Police no less than 14 times for its 
representatives to attend the conference 
in any capacity. He had steadfastly 
responded with a ‘no’, because the 
conference had to be a safe space for 
people to share their experiences, be 
heard without a counter-narrative and 
able to agree actions to take forward. 

On 24 June, the Met Police 
announced that it had referred to the 
IOPC eight more cases of children 
being strip-searched. On 28 June came 
the announcement that the Met was 
being placed on ‘special measures’ due 
to ‘systemic’ failings in fighting crime 
and serving victims. The governing 
body of the school attended by Child 
Q has now made a public apology and 
its head teacher has stood down, citing 
health reasons. 

The conference was the first step in 
demanding that schools and the police 
must be accountable to the communities 
they serve and that schools should be, 
first and foremost, places of education, 


not policing. @ 
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Danger signals 


While the printed word failed to alert the world to the dangers of Mussolini, actions to 
boycott his fascist ship were successful. Alfio Bernabei describes the events of 1922 


he fascist assembly that took place in central occasion, but some were already at work attracted by fascism. 
London 100 years ago went unreported by Allan Ian Percy, the Eighth Duke of Northumberland, 
the British press and has been overlooked by was about to launch the rightwing journal The Patriot, in 
historians. However, it was the event that marked 1922. Meanwhile, writer, journalist and loud advocate of 
the first public introduction of fascism to the fascism Harold Goad was seeking to influence intellectual and 
UK in its original form: the Italian ‘creation’ that was to be academic circles in Britain, and both former ambassador to 
adopted a decade later by Oswald Mosley and his British Italy Sir Rennell Rodd and his newly appointed replacement 
Union of Fascists. Sir Ronald Graham were expressing sympathy for the new 
It was on 15 January 1922 that the newly formed London Italian ‘patriotic organisation’. 
branch of the Italian fascist party gathered its members for It is significant that in the summer of 1922, three months 
its first assembly in what was then called The International before the March on Rome, which resulted in Benito 
Sporting Club at 25 Noel Street, although the party’s office was oS Musssolini’s National Fascist Party (NFP) ascending to power 
at another address a short distance away, at 13 Store Street. Protest in print on 28 October, the British Embassy in Rome had welcomed 
The announcement of the assembly appeared in La Cronaca, |n 1922, socialists, | Michele Bianchi, the party’s secretary, for talks inside its 
the Italian newspaper which was also located nearby, in communists and premises. This was done not only in the full knowledge 
Little Howland Street. The paper was written in almost anarchists in that fascists were advancing on Rome with blood on their 
military language — no surprise there, given that the assembly London launched _ hands, setting fire to socialist and trade union centres, but 
organisers were mostly ex-army men. Indeed, just three Il Comento to no doubt also with the consent of the Foreign Office. This 
months earlier, at the beginning of November, the same people _ highlight the was a signal of acceptance that must have made Mussolini 
had brazenly called on Italian fascists in London to take part dangers of particularly pleased. 
in a march to the Cenotaph in Westminster in ‘military order’. Mussolini and 
The march had been cancelled after a telephone call, probably the advance Resistance 
from Scotland Yard, warning that it would contravene certain of fascism, In contrast, at about the same time, a remarkable initiative 
regulations. There were no such impediments to the event in which were also was launched in London, which must be considered the first 
Noel Street taking place. recognised in example of an organised anti-fascist movement outside of Italy. 
Presiding over the assembly that may have numbered 100 The Workers’ Reacting against the January assembly of the Italian fascist 
or so, was ‘Comandante’ Giuseppe Moraschi, and a detailed Dreadnought party in Noel Street, just a few streets away in Soho, a group 


of Italian socialists, communists and anarchists prepared to 
raise the alarm and proceeded to set up an 
instrument of resistance in the shape of a 
weekly publication called I/ Comento. 
The offices were based at 21 Frith Street, 
where Dr Francesco Galasso, the editor, 
held his medical surgeries. Galasso had 
come to Britain following in the footsteps 
of hundreds of Italians who had fled the 
country towards the end of the century 
due to persecution by what they called 
the dictatorial regime of Prime Minister 
Francesco Crispi. 
As early as 1919, these London 
expatriates, originally inspired by the 
militant anarcho-syndicalist Errico 


account of the event was published a week 
later. Moraschi declared that the aim of 
fascism among Italians abroad, and ‘in 
London in particular’, was ‘in effect to 
create a new Italian Empire, not to be 
confused with any other form of empire in 
existence’. It was to be achieved ‘without 
violence but by any other means’. 

The ten million Italian migrants were 
to become the advanced pawn 
of fascism, active agents of the 
new doctrine. Significantly, 
among the initiatives adopted 
by the assembly were ‘the 
co-ordination of propaganda 
instruments’ and the organisation 


of groups of sympathisers Malatesta, grasped the magnitude of the 
inclusive of ‘indigenous people’. threat to society posed by fascism. They 
It is not known if British had a vocal comrade in arms in socialist 


sympathisers were present on this and suffragist Sylvia Pankhurst, editor 
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of The Workers’ Dreadnought. 
She was among the first 
political observers in the UK 
to fully understand what she 
was to describe in an article 
published in 1922 as ‘the 
menace of fascism’. 

Il Comento was launched on 
8 July 1922 and proceeded to 
attack the fascist party as an 
‘association of delinquents’. 
Galasso and the anti-fascist 
activists around him — Emidio 
Recchioni, Silvio Corio, Decio 
Anzani, Vittorio Taborelli, 
Amos Salvadori, Pietro 
Gualducci and others — were 


Unexpectedly, on 25 August, 
while the vessel was off Gibraltar, 
the British unions announced the 
boycott of the ‘pirate ship’. The 
call was raised, among others, 
by Robert Williams, president of 
the National Transport Workers’ 
Federation, during the national 
conference of dock and waterside 
workers. A statement issued 
read: ‘Any attempt to load, 
discharge or bunker this ship will 
probably precipitate widespread 
strike action and it would be well 
therefore if she is ordered back to 
Italy and thus prevent grave and 
far reaching trouble.’ 

In Cardiff, the Coal Trimmers Union’, among others, 


the canaries in the mine. They not only reiterated warnings of 
imminent danger, but also hinted at the need to take up arms 


Global resistance 


declared that ‘notices have been issued to all members of the 


following the example of the Arditi del Popolo in parts of Italy international union and the general body of transport workers attached to 
who were taking to the barricades. Week after week, I] Comento trade unions the Bristol Channel Ports to the effect that there will be no 
fiercely attacked Mussolini, mixing sarcasm and venom in equal supported the loading or unloading of this ship’. 

measure: he was a clown, a malignant octopus, an opportunist SS el Mussolini was furious. Bianchi threatened to deploy ‘every 


weapon of reprisal against countries whose socialists intended 
to fight against fascism in Italy’ and to issue orders to fascists 
‘to boycott by every means in their power any English steamers 
entering Italian ports’. He went to the British Embassy in 
Rome to restate the threats of reprisals against British ships in 


gambler, an assassin. 

Throughout 1922, the battle continued between the fascists 
who were still cock-a-hoop over their first assembly and this 
group of anti-fascist pioneers, with violent clashes taking place 
in the Soho area. Tensions were so high that, when Mussolini 


after it was taken 
over by a fascist 
crew following 
clashes in Naples 


arrived in London in December for talks at Downing Street to 
discuss war reparations, although given a warm welcome by the 
blackshirts, he had to be whisked away by police at great speed - 
from Victoria Station, presumably due to fears for his safety. 


Boycott 

While Mussolini may have thought that the opposition of the 
anti-fascists around J] Comento would remain confined to 

a small audience, we know he became quite alarmed when 

he was faced with what must be considered the first protest 
against fascism mounted abroad. Called by British trade 
unions, it occurred in August 1922 when the National Union of 
Railwaymen joined with others to call for a boycott of an Italian 
ship crewed entirely by fascists heading for Cardiff. 

Although this episode may have been forgotten by historians, 
it deserves to be remembered as an example of good timing and 
boldness in putting obstacles in the path of far right movements 
with their eye on taking power. Following violent clashes at 
Naples, the cargo vessel Emanuele Accame was taken over by 
44 blackshirts, led by Aurelio Padovani, a member of the central 
committee of the NFP, which had been formed ten months 
earlier. 

The clashes were part of a nationwide pattern of attacks 
by fascists on ‘red organisations’. A key target was the Italian 
National Federation of Seamen (FILM) led by Captain Giuseppe 
Giulietti, one of the best known trade unionists in Italy. 

The fascists aimed to replace FILM with the newly formed 
Corporation of Seamen under the wings of the party. Sailing 
the Emanuele Accame for Cardiff, one of the most important 
ports in the world at the time, intended to demonstrate that 
the replacement of socialist crews by fascist teams would 
meet with no opposition and would be welcomed abroad. 
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Italian ports. Steps were taken to find a solution and a major 
crisis was averted. However, Mussolini must have shuddered at 
the possibility of anti-fascist protests flaring up at other ports, 
showing his party incapable of guaranteeing Italian trading in 
maritime commerce, jeopardising his plans for the March on 
Rome and bid for power. 


Fascist sympathies 

Ultimately, in that crucial period of 1922, apart from the 
repeated warnings by I/ Comento, The Workers’ Dreadnought 
and the Daily Herald and, tentatively, the British trade _ 
unions, sympathy towards fascism as shown by sections of 
the British press prevailed, with some reports verging on the 
sycophantic. Typical was an interview with Mussolini in the 
Daily Telegraph, published over two issues in August and 
September 1922. The fascist leader was hailed as a saviour, the 
wise representative of ‘an unselfish movement’. The writer, 
Augustine Beaumont, could not have been more ecstatic, 
describing the fascist as ‘a man of considerable culture’, 
‘generous and ‘gentle as a child’. 

Mussolini continued to garner admirers in Britain, with 
Winston Churchill famously saying in 1927 that, had he been 
born an Italian, he would have been a fascist. 

In conclusion, the canaries in the coalmine who had tried to 
raise the alarm sent out the right signals — partisans before the 
partisans — but their efforts were in vain. Nonetheless, in this 
centenary of the birth of I] Comento and the fatal March on 
Rome, it is worth commemorating their efforts and continue to 
draw on their example of the need to be constantly vigilant. @ 


The Summer Before Tomorrow, by Alfio Bernabei, on the boycott of 
the Emanuele Accame, is published by Castelvecchi Editore, 2022 
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Idaho arrests halt fascist 
plan to attack Pride event 


An attempt by the far-right Patriot Front to cause violence at Pride Day fell flat when 
police arrested the plotters, charging them with conspiracy. Chuck Tanner reports 


n 11 June, 31 
members of the 
Patriot Front from 
12 states were 
arrested en route to 
confront a Pride Day celebration in 
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. The arrests 
occurred after a witness reported 
seeing the group load into a U-Haul 
truck wielding masks and shields 
and looking ‘like a little army’. 
‘They came to riot downtown,’ 
said Coeur d’Alene Police Chief Lee 
White, referencing a seven-page 
document detailing plans to form 
a column near a city park, proceed 
until ‘barriers to approach are met’ 
and traverse a city thoroughfare 
‘once an appropriate amount 
of confrontational dynamic has 
been established’. 
The fascists were charged with conspiracy to riot, 
a misdemeanour carrying a potential year in jail, and 
received a $5,000 fine. In mid-July, six of those arrested 
pleaded not guilty. 


Libellous 

Patriot Front is a white nationalist and fascist organisation 
that emerged from the national socialist Vanguard America 
following the murderous August 2017 Unite the Right rally 
in Charlottesville, Virginia. Led by Texas-based Thomas 
Rousseau, one of those arrested in Idaho, it is known 

for postering and staging flash rallies, which they record to 
promote their ‘prowess’, even when their mobilisations are 
weak and disorganised, as in Philadelphia in July 2021 and 
Washington DC in December 2021. 

The group’s Idaho mobilisation came as far-right activists 
are targeting the LGBTQ+ community, making libellous 
claims that they are ‘grooming’ children. Vincent James Foxx, 
a one-time Rise Above Movement associate and now ally 
of white nationalist mainstreamer Nick Fuentes, has been 
actively doing so in North Idaho. Foxx participated in another 
anti-LGBTQ+ event the day of the Patriot Front arrests. 

Foxx wrote of the days’ events: ‘One thing people are 
missing is that hundreds of people were willing to show 
up to protest against homosexuality. We’re trending very 
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Scuppered 
Patriot Front 
leader Thomas 
Rousseau (above) 
was among those 
arrested when 
police responded 
to a call that 
masked men were 
loading shields 
into a truck (top) 


quickly in the right direction.’ 

Fuentes, whose America 
First Foundation attracted US 
Representatives Marjorie Taylor 
Greene (R-GA) and Paul Gosar 
(R-AZ), as well as Arizona State 
Senator Wendy Rogers, to its 
February conference, wrote ‘No 
way Imao [laughing my ass off]’ in 
response to the arrests and sent a 
tweet alleging a police officer had 
informants inside Patriot Front. 
He had previously circulated a 
message from Rogers declaring: 
‘The Patriot Front is a group of 
Feds they will use in the next false 
flag to gaslight real patriots.’ 

Conversely, the American 
Defense Skinheads and Proud 
Boys of the American Redoubt 
(Eastern Washington and North 

Idaho) spread a post boasting: ‘Patriot Front ... went 

back to Coeur D’Alene the very next day. Look at the love 
they’re getting from the people. Despite the corporate 
media narrative, people know who the good guys are.’ 

One of the Patriot Front members arrested was Mishael 

Buster. He is also a member of a church headed by Matt 
Shea, a Christian nationalist former Washington State 
legislator who promoted ‘three armed conflicts of political 
violence against the United States’ from 2014 to 2016, as 
described in a report commissioned by the Washington 
State House of Representatives. 
A pastor from Shea’s church hollowly condemned the 
Patriot Front even as he confirmed that a second Coeur 
d’Alene man arrested in the raid, Mishael’s brother Josiah 
Buster, is also associated with the church. The pastor spewed 
the themes that brought the Patriot Front to the Northwest: 
‘TWe] hate the sin of homosexuality ... this is the grooming of 
children.’ 

Given the place of anti-LGBTQ+ politics across the far 
right, we can expect more Patriot Front and Vincent James 
Foxx-style efforts to exploit such bigotry in search of a larger 
base for fascism and white nationalism. @ 


Chuck Tanner is Research Director, Institute for Research and 
Education on Human-Rights, irehr.org 
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